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ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY / 2013 YEAR-END SPECIAL 


The Good Wife 


i 
The stars of CBS’ critically acclaimed drama may be at war on screen, » ‘4 4 
but they played nice for EW’s cameras in these bonus pictures. 

GREAT 


PERFORMANCES 

Recall some of 2013's buzziest 
BREAKOUTS moments with these videos. 
Cecily 
Strong 
& Kate 
McKinnon 
Check out 
Saturday Night 
Live's stellar new 
cast members 
getting cute in 
these extra photos Disembodied heads! The 
from our shoot. return of the Bluths! Reunions! 
(Plus: kittens.) See all 44 EW covers from the 


past 12 months. 


The Good Wife photograph by ANDERS OVERGAARD / Strong and McKinnon photograph by MEREDITH JENKS 
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EW’s Best Behind-the- 
Scenes Videos of 2013 


Get an inside look at some of our favorite photo shoots of the year (Breaking Bad’s 
Aaron Paul and Bryan Cranston bid each other farewell; Scandal’s star-crossed 
lovers Kerry Washington and Tony Goldwyn switch roles) 


Neil Patrick Harris and 
Cobie Smulders 
HOW | MET YOUR MOTHER 


Aaron Paul and 
Bryan Cranston 
BREAKING BAD 


Lena Dunham 
GIRLS 


Tony Goldwyn and 
Kerry Washington 
SCANDAL 


Norman Reedus 
THE WALKING DEAD 


Mindy Kaling 
THE MINDY PROJECT 


PAUL AND CRANSTON: PHOTOGRAPH BY ALEXEI HAY; DUNHAM, GOLDWYN AND WASHINGTON: PHOTOGRAPHS BY RUVEN AFANADOR; 
HARRIS AND SMULDERS: PHOTOGRAPH BY JUSTIN STEPHENS; REEDUS: PHOTOGRAPH BY ART STREIBER; KALING: PHOTOGRAPH BY ROBERT TRACHTENBERG 
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G @JesscagleEw 


EDITOR'S NOTE 


BEST & WORST 2013: 
MY OWN PICKS 


BEST MOVIE It’s a tie! Gravity and 12 Years a Slave. 

WORST MOVIE Another tie! The Counselor (Ridley Scott’s 
Showgirls) and The Lone Ranger (wherein Johnny Depp jumped 
the shark). 

FAVORITE NEW TV COMEDY Mom. Mostly because of Allison Janney. 
FAVORITE NEW TV DRAMA House of Cards. 

FUNNIEST TV SERIES Veep. 

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR THE OSCAR VOTERS WILL PROBABLY 
OVERLOOK Sam Rockwell (The Way, Way Back). Tweet your 
outrage and support with #OscarForSam. 

BEST BINGE The Fall, a BBC thriller available on Netflix. 

BEST FINALE IN THE HISTORY OF EVERYTHING Breaking Bad. 

MOST FASCINATING BOOK Going Clear, Lawrence Wright’s 
history of Scientology. 

FAVORITE NOVEL The Interestings by Meg Wolitzer. 

MEANEST TWEET | RECEIVED ABOUT EW’S AMERICAN HORROR 
STORY COVER FEATURING KATHY BATES’ SEVERED HEAD 

“Can I tell ur kids there’s no Santa since ur family loves spoilers 
u f---ing douchebag? Why put spoiler on cover?” 

FAVORITE TV MOMENT When Vice President Sally Langston did 
that thing in the Scandal midseason finale...which I won't spoil 
in case you haven't watched it yet. i 

WORST DISAPPOINTMENT Season 8 of Homeland. And stillI can’t — : (From top) 


wait for the fourth season. Dammit. poe od as 
MOST UNDERUSED ASSET ON TV Kalinda on The Good Wife. i Seaciy 


MOST IMPRESSIVE ACTOR Zachary Quinto, who did J.J. Abrams, —— 
: erry 


: Washington 
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WHO’S ON THE COVER? 1. Miley Cyrus 2. Charlie Hunnam (Sons of Anarchy) 3. Ylvis (“What Does the Fox 
Say?”) 4. Justin Timberlake 5. Tatiana Maslany (Orphan Black) 6. Jessica Lange (American Horror Story: Coven) 
Michael Douglas (Behind the Candelabra) 8. Willie Robertson (Duck Dynasty) 9. Doctor Who's TARDIS 
Benedict Cumberbatch (Star Trek Into Darkness) 11. Amy Schumer 12. Robin Thicke 13. Oprah Winfrey 
and Forest Whitaker (Lee Daniels’ The Butler) Julianna Margulies (The Good Wife) Andy Samberg 
(Brooklyn Nine-Nine) 16. Sandra Bullock (Gravity) 17. Melissa McCarthy (The Heat) Brad Pitt (World War Z) 
Jessica Walter (Arrested Development) Cristin Milioti and Josh Radnor (How | Met Your Mother) 
Aaron Paul and Bryan Cranston (Breaking Bad) Despicable Me 2 Beyoncé Chiwetel Ejiofor 
(12 Years a Slave) Jennifer Lawrence (The Hunger Games: Catching Fire) Kevin Spacey (House of 
Cards) 27. Emilia Clarke (Game of Thrones) David Morrissey (The Walking Dead) Carrie Underwood 
(The Sound of Music Live!) Julia Louis-Dreyfus (Veep) Kerry Washington (Scandal) Will Ferrell 
(Anchorman 2: The Legend Continues) Henry Cavill (Man of Steel) Mike (Monsters University) 
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——/ The Top 10 Things We Love This Week /_— 


(From left) Jennifer 
Lawrence, Amy Adams, 
Jeremy Renner, Christian 


Bale, and Bradley Cooper Uy a \\ [ 
shine in the exhilarating ON >» I WATCH 
American Hustle * gpl TRAILER 


AMERICAN HUSTLE 


David O. Russell’s outrageous con-artist caper is new 
in theaters, but it’s already shooting to the front of 
the awards race thanks to an irresistible cast and a 
zingy plot full of madcap fun. (Rated R) 


Illustration by JESSE LENZ 


THE TIME OF THE DOCTOR: ADRIAN ROGERS/BBC 
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MUSTLIST 


> WATCH 
t PREVIEW 


2. THE TIME OF THE DOCTOR Even casual Whovians 
wont want to miss this one: Matt Smith passes the TARDIS 
to regenerated Time Lord Peter Capaldi in the feverishly antici- 
pated special. (BBC America, Dec. 25, 9 p.m.) 


> | WATCH 
VIDEO 


4. “AIN'T NO CHIMNEYS IN THE PI 
Sharon Jones & the Dap-Kings animate their rueful od to a 
poverty-stricken Christmas with a lovely clip that’s tinged with 
snow and melancholy. 


ar In a year 
marked Ae epics, 
s arelief to 
on into this 
quiet, surpris- 
ingly tense debut 
novel—small 
enough to stuff 
ina stocking but 
packing a huge 
emotional 
punch—which 
follows an 
American expat 
house-hunting in 
an unnamed 
European city 
over a single day. 


THE 


APARTMEN] 


ames 


GREG BAXTER 
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BEYONCE: MASON POOLE; SAVING MR. BANKS: FRANCOIS DUHAMEL 
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D traitee 


5. What a gift! On this surprise self-titled 
release, an inspired Beyoncé breaks the pop mold with assists 
from Drake, Frank Ocean, husband Jay Z—and even their toddler, 
Blue Ivy. Emotionally direct and formally inventive, these dreamy 
tracks, each of which comes paired with a video, show Bey 
operating on a liberated new level. 


SAVING 
MR. BANKS 


i ps) 


.\~ DES 


vp You'll be equally mesmer- 
ized and appalled by this Oscar-shortlisted documentary about 
genocide-committing Indonesian men who reenact their kills for 
the camera in Hollywood-genre styles. (Not Rated) 
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IT’S POSSIBLE WITH BARILLA* 


A strong choice for your family meal, Barilla PLUS® has the same 
great taste they love, plus 20% of their daily value of protein*. 2502 
Who knew a plate of pasta could make your family feel this good? ij SS 


Be 
Barilla.com/PLUS ae 
Fe, 
*Per 3.5 oz portion. Contains 200mg of ALA per 54g serving, which is 15% of the daily value for ALA (1.39). mi » 
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MUSTLIST 


9. ONCE UPON A 
LIE, by Maggie 
Barbieri When her 
cousin is murdered, 
small-town baker 
Maeve Conlon 

is aghast to find 
out that her 
Alzheimer’s- 
addled father has 
become the pri- 
mary suspect. It’s 
an unexpectedly 
dark and riveting 
thriller from the 
novelist behind the BUY 
Murder 101 series. bed | Book 


8. THE ABSTRACT AND THE DRAGON, 
Busta Rhymes and Q-Tip The rap vets 
brilliantly evoke that smooth ’n’ classic A 
Tribe Called Quest sound on their new free 
online mixtape. Busta’s intensity and Q's 
champagne flow are backed up by killer 
guest spots from Kanye West, Missy Elliott, 
Talib Kweli, and more. 


10. TREME 
David Simon’s 
utterly unique 
drama about 
post-Katrina 
New Orleans 
never became 

a Wire-size 
phenomenon, 
but its dynamic 
ensemble cast 
and meandering 
riffs hit all the 
right blue notes. 
The series says 
goodbye with a 
graceful coda 
on Dec. 29. 
(HBO, 9 p.m.) 
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To paraphrase some famous 

old dude, it was the best of times 
(Gravity! The Hunger Games!), 

it was the twerk of times (ahem, 
Miley). It was the age of binge- 
dom (Breaking Bad! Orange Is 
the New Black!), it was the age 
of foolishness (um, Miley again). 
As 2013 closes, relive all the 
wonders and weirdness. 


ILLUSTRATION BY JAMES TAYLOR 


OPENER) GAME OF THRONES: HELEN SLOAN/HBO; THE HUNGER GAMES: CATCHING FIRE: TIM PALEN; WO UCK DYNASTY: KAROLINA 
WOJTASIK; BREAKING BAD: FRANK OCKENFELS 3/AMC; DRAKE: TIM MOSENFELDER/GETTY IMAGE! i A APTAIN PHILLIPS: HOPPER 
STONE: THE HEAT: GEMMA LA MANA; SCANDAL: DANNY FELD/ABC; THICKE: N HOOGERHUIS/ALL A MEDIAPUNCH INC. 


THE YEAR THAT WAS 


THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT.. 


BINGE-WATCHING AND SPEED- 
PLOTTING TOOK QVER TV 


MORE. BETTER. FASTER. That’s 
all we wanted from TV this 
year. Was that too much to ask? 

It all started with binge- 
watching, our national com- 
pulsion to plow through dozens 
of episodes until our eyeballs 


get crispy. We’ve been doing 
this forever, or at least since 
DVD box sets allowed us to 
speed through scores of Tony 
Soprano’s whack jobs instead 
of waiting a full week for a new 
episode. But 2013 marked a 
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THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT we wished we could unlearn what twerking is. 


And by “unlearn” we mean Silkwood-shower our brain. 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 


HOUSE OF CARDS: PATRICK HARBRON/NETFLIX; ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT: SAM URDANK FOR NETFLIX; 
ORANGE IS THE NEW BLACK: JESSICA MIGLIO/NETFLIX; BREAKING BAD: URSULA COYOTE/AMC; SCANDAL: 
MICHAEL ANSELL/ABC; NEW GIRL: PATRICK MCELHENNEY/FOX; MILEY CYRUS: ANDRES OTERO/WENN.COM 
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THE YEAR THAT WAS 


banner year for original- 
content providers actually 
catering to marathon viewing 
sessions. Netflix released a full 
season of House of Cards all at 
once, making binge-watching 
cheaper and more accessible 
than ever—just $7.99 for a one- 
month subscription to Netflix, 
versus $60 for your typical 
DVD set, plus about $2.99 for a 
package of cold hot dogs to 
consume before the finale. (No 
time to microwave! Must not 
leave couch!) Big stars went 
smaller-screen with bite-size, 
all-you-can-eat programming, 
like Yahoo!’s five-minute-or- 
less episodes of the comedy 
Tiny Commando, created by 
Ed Helms (The Office), or 
Amazon's political satire Alpha 
House, starring John Goodman, 
which plays like a movie cut 
into pieces. And Arrested 
Development specifically 
tailored its fourth season to 
binge-watchers, with call- 
backs and call-forwards that 
you might not remember if 
you were watching week to 
week, and interwoven plots 
that revealed clever surprises 
over time, proving that 
streaming has created new 
storytelling opportunities for 
writers. (Yes, you haters, that 
ostrich was there in episode 1 
for a reason.) 


Better yet, we discovered 
that binge-watching might 
even be good for us. Take Break- 
ing Bad, the best show of the 
year—and one of the most 
binge-watched programs on 
Netflix. Part 1 of season 5 ended 
with 2.8 million viewers in Sep- 
tember 2012; when it returned 
for a second half in August, the 
premiere grabbed 5.9 million. 
So no one can blame new media 
for the downfall of television if 
it’s actually persuading more 
people to watch TV. Also, those 
reports that binge-watching 
will give us ADD? Not true. Our 
attention spans are getting 
longer. According to The Wall 
Street Journal, 73 percent of 
Netflix members who started 
streaming season 1 of Breaking 
Badended up finishing all seven 
episodes. For seasons 2 and 3, 
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(From left) Thomas 
Lennon, Zachary Levi, 
and Gillian Jacobs 

on Tiny Commando 


NEW GIRL: EDDIE CHEN/FOX 


THE YEAR THAT WAS 


that rate jumped to 81 percent 
and 85 percent, respectively. 
As for the idea that absorbing 
too much entertainment too 
quickly rots your brain, well, I 
just tore through a 700-page 
novel last weekend, and noth- 
ing’s oozing out of my ears. Yet. 

Binge-watching has become 
so popular, it’s even forcing 
networks to pick up the pace. 
But because they’re stuck with 
the same old weekly model, 
they’ve developed a less satis- 
fying strategy: speed-plotting. 
Showrunners are adding 
bigger, wilder twists to each 


episode, hoping that viewers 
will watch in real time instead 
of waiting to catch up on DVR, 
since social media could spoil 
everything in the meantime. 
There’s a reason all of your 
favorite major TV characters 
died this year. It’s the same 
reason Nick (Jake Johnson) 
and Jess (Zooey Deschanel) 
had already hooked up by the 
second season of New Girl, why 
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Jake Johnson and 
Zooey Deschanel 
on New Girl 


THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT this 


turned one year old 


CHRIS HOLLO/ABC 


THE YEAR THAT WAS 


Fitz’s (Tony Goldwyn) affair 
with Olivia (Kerry Washing- 
ton) leaked to the press so 
quickly on Scandal, and why 
Nashville capped off its season 1 
finale with a car crash, a 
funeral, a marriage proposal, 
a fake pregnancy, and some 
spectacular vomiting into a 
houseplant. If binge-watching 
has offered us the chance to 
see four cliff-hangers in one 
night, it looks like speed- 
plotting is pressuring the 
networks to package them all 
into one episode, just to keep 
up. And now that Nielsen 
measures a show’s “unique 
audience” by its Twitter posts, 
showrunners have an extra 
incentive to give fans some- 
thing crazy to tweet about. 
This craze won't last for- 
ever. At some point all of this 
high drama will slow its roll. 
Netflix recently announced 
that its next original series, 
the animated comedy Turbo 
FAST, willbe released in small 
episodic batches instead of all 
at once. (It’s a kids’ show, and 
toddlers don’t binge-watch.) 
In Norway, “slow TV” is 
already taking over small 
screens, with millions of 
viewers tuning in to watch 14 
consecutive hours of a regular 
human being chopping wood 
or knitting. Last month, an 


American production com- 
pany acquired the rights to 
bring the slow-TV format to 
the U.S. Before that happens, 
though, we’ve got a lot of TV 
to catch up on. So go ahead. 
Watch it all right now, very 
quickly. Get your cold hot dogs 
while you can. —MELISSA MAERZ 
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Charles Esten 
and Connie Britton 
on Nashville 
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THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT... 


I DANCED TO DAFT PUNK 


The video itself started three weeks before the show. We had already booked 
Daft Punk to come on the show, but then found out that they didn’t want to doa 
song and didn’t want to talk. | thought, “This is actually a really interesting challenge.” 
STEPHEN That night | had Jeff Bridges, and next week | had Matt Damon, and the next week 
COLBERT =| had Hugh Laurie, and | thought, “What if | just dance with people all over New 

York and Washington?” 

We knew that Bryan Cranston was coming on, and | thought, “I wonder if Bryan 
Cranston would roller-skate with me to Daft Punk?” | wanted some performers and 
some people who were completely inappropriate, like Henry Kissinger. It was all a 
series of extremely happy accidents and people were willing to play—including Daft 
Punk. Eventually, conflicts with the VMAs turned the whole thing into a train 
wreck. But a beautiful train wreck. 

Daft Punk actually came to New York. We flew them in. It wasn’t until 1 p.m. 
the day of that show that we knew for sure that they weren't coming on the show. 
I'm thrilled how it turned out. It was frustrating from a producer’s point of view having 
to scrap everything at the last minute. But from a comedian’s point of view, it’s only 
fueled the joy of having to do something right away. | love a challenge, and I’m so 
proud that my staff pulled together to make it happen. 

The Colbert Report airs Mondays-Thursdays at 11:30 p.m. on Comedy Central. 


Stephen 
Colbert with 
(clockwise) 
Bryan 
Cranston, 
Henry 
Kissinger, 

the Rockettes, 
and Matt 
Damon 


“(Matt Damon 
Booth 


THE COLBERT REPORT: COMEDY CENTRAL (4) 


Head-shot illustrations by OLLANSKI 
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THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT... 


GOQD 
THINGS 
CAME IN 
SMALL 
PACKAGES 


POP CULTURE has had a serious 
case of the overtimes for a 
while now—just ask anyone 
who's grown curly sloth claws 
waiting for a Judd Apatow 
movie to end—but 2013 seemed 
to push clock eating to new 
lengths. The Lone Ranger? 
Those are 149 minutes you'll 
never get back, kemosabe. The 
Great Gatsby? Say toodles to 
two anda half hours, old sport. 
(Yes, the French lesbian drama 
Blue Is the Warmest Color 
surpassed them both at 179 
minutes, but I loved it, so ’m 
giving it le pass.) 

In music, Arcade Fire’s 
otherwise strong Reflektor 
eked toward exhaustion at 85 


THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT Jennifer Lawrence ruled every red carpet and 
talk show 


LAWRENCE: GREGG DEGUIRE/WIREIMAGE.COM 


BETRAYAL: BRIGITTE LACOMBE 


THE YEAR THAT WAS 


minutes, while Justin Timber- 
lake went timberlong on not 
one but two albums. And books 
were bricks: Donna Tartt’s 
long-awaited The Goldfinch 
weighed in at 784 pages, which 
actually paled next to acclaimed 
bios of a baseball star (the Ted 
Williams profile The Kid, 864 
pages) and a screen icon (A 
Life of Barbara Stanwyck: 
Steel-True, 1,056 pages—and 
that’s just the first volume). 
But hark! Behold the trail- 
blazers of blessed brevity: 
Gravity got Sandra Bullock 
back to Earth in 53 fewer min- 
utes than it took Man of Steel 
to defend it. The haunting 
Fruitvale Station was no less 
powerful for wrapping up in 
under an hour and a half. 
Britney Spears delivered a 
whittled-down Britney Jean in 
36 minutes; EW’s No. 1 aloum 


{ 
‘iy ridienlonsly talensed weiter” 
E Nex iyrA Time 


of the year, Kanye West’s Yeezus, 
took up just four minutes more. 
Slim collections like George 
Saunders’ Tenth of December 
and Jess Walter’s We Live in 
Water wowed, while short- 
story master Alice Munro won 
the Nobel Prize. On Broadway, 
Harold Pinter’s Betrayal gave 
us 90 whizbang minutes of 
Rachel Weisz/Daniel Craig 
cuckolding. I could go on... 
but don’t you think this essay 
is long enough already? 
—LEAH GREENBLATT 
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HOW | MET YOUR MOTHER: CLIFF LIPSON/CBS 
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CRISTIN 
MILIOTI 


Wes ~ 


THE ENTIRE WORLD FOUND OUT 
THAT I WAS “THE MOTHER” 


The night that the season 8 finale of How / Met Your Mother aired—that was the 
episode | was revealed as The Mother—the show’s creators, Carter and Craig, said 
to me, “Hey, there's a bar dedicated to How | Met Your Mother in New York City 
called McGee’s and they have viewing parties. Why don’t you come watch the show 
with us there?” | was like, “Okay, great!” | had actually been to McGee's a ton. | had 
gone there with my friends because | did a play near there a couple of years ago. 
When | showed up, there were, like, 80 TVs blasting the episode and the bar was 
packed. | was sitting with Craig and Carter, and we were having a great time. No 
one knew who we were, but then Aly [Hannigan] walked in and everyone flipped 
out! She was taking a photo with a fan and gestured over to me from afar. That 
fan turned and saw me, and then a few more turned around, and suddenly people 
started to realize | was in the bar. Everybody wanted to get their picture taken with 
me and hug me. People kept saying, “It’s so lovely to meet you. We've waited so 
long!” One guy was talking to his sister on the phone and was like, “The Mother is 
here! The Mother is here!” and then he turned to me and asked, “Can you talk to my 
sister?” So | talked to her for a minute. The fans are some of the most incredible 
people I’ve ever met, but it was a really intense way to watch that episode. 

Milioti stars on CBS’ How | Met Your Mother and in 
The Wolf of Wall Street, in theaters Dec. 25. 


THE YEAR THAT WAS 


THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT.. 


WITCHES CAST A SPELL ON US 


WHAT'S A FIVE-LETTER word 
for an assertive, powerful 
woman who's also a force to be 
reckoned with in Hollywood 
today? W-I-T-C-H. Now, this 
isn’t just a mean gal with a 
major case of the grumps— 
we’re talking spell-casting 
ladies who lunch and then 
maybe levitate. Witches 


became the supernatural entity 
of 2018, demolishing some stiff 
competition. Vampires? They 
just suck. Werewolves? Never 
really happened, and no one 
likes that much hair. Zombies 
still make a killing but are just 
so damn messy and incoher- 
ent. Witches swept the pop 
culture landscape with a 


11 of 28> 


THIS WAS THE YEAR everybody got 


a pixie cut 
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LEST AND LIGHTEST 


The EOS Rebel SL] digital SLR. It's approximately 25% smaller and 28% lighter** yet still 
delivers the amazing image quality you'd expect from a Canon EOS Rebel. Plus, with 
built-in photo effect filters, you can now take your imagination with you. 

Learn more at imagination.usa.canon.com. 
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string of major projects and 
general fabulousness. 
Admittedly the year got off 
to an iffy start with the wan 
teen saga Beautiful Creatures 
and Sam Raimi’s big-budget 
(and big bummer) Oz the 
Great and Powerful. It was the 
fall that delivered the most 
witching hours (everyone 
knows enchantresses enjoy the 
changing foliage) with Ameri- 
can Horror Story: Coven and 
Witches of East End, as well as 
the magical supporting char- 
acters on The Originals and 
Sleepy Hollow. Even the 
animation world has hopped 
on the bandwagon: Disney’s 
sorceress musical Frozen, fea- 
turing an Idina Menzel-voiced 
conjurer who uses her magic 
to whip up a spacious ice palace 
and decent cleavage, has made 
$165 million at the box office. 
It’s not entirely surprising that 
witches have come back 
around, since the conceit is 
also a natural opportunity for 
actresses of all ages and races 
to sink their teeth into 
deliciously juicy roles. Look no 
further than AHS: Coven, 
which has become the most 
popular iteration of the fran- 
chise to date thanks in part to 
a stellar roster of award 
winners, including Jessica 
Lange, Sarah Paulson, Angela 


Bassett, and Gabourey Sidibe, 
playing modern-day witches 
who wield killer vaginas and 
closets full of Gucci. 

And the covens aren’t 
departing Hollywood anytime 
soon. There are already two 
Salem-set dramas in the works, 
one being developed by Jenji 
Kohan (Orange Is the New 
Black). Plus, CBS is rebooting 
The WB's cult-classic sister- 
witches soap Charmed. My 
theory on the witch-palooza? 
Everyone wants magical 
powers...except maybe a killer 
vagina. But who hasn’t dreamed 
of being able to take flight or 
move things with their mind? I 
mean, as a child I dressed up as 
a magician for Halloween five 
years in a row. In fact, why let 
the ladies have all the fun? 
#wizardsin2014. -TIM STACK 
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Virginia Madsen and 
Jenna Dewan Tatum on 
Witches of East End 
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OMG 


HOW MUCH DID WE FREAK OUT? 


MEH 


THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT... f 


WE FREAKED OUT 
ABOUT EVERYTHING 


We plot out the year’s most (and least) 
surprising moments. —-GRaby SMITH 


@ The royal baby + a : 
Trek's top secre’ 
© JJ. Abrams to 
direct Star Wars vy_—_—Vllainis...Khan! 


Despite J.J. Abrams’ 


insistence that no one 
give away Benedict 
Cumberbatch’s role in 
Star Trek Into Darkness, 
MQ fans were positive it 
F 7 was Uibervillain Khan. 
° Le pera fa The movie proved them 
uec.on right—and Trekkies 
weren't shy about trum- 
° Paieriiee eg Anas peting the victory online. 
Media Awards 
@ Nick and Jess kiss on New Girl —P™ 
Fans counting on a multiyear = mic 
flirtation were blindsided when & Ont 
Zooey Deschanel's and Jake Ont 
Johnson's characters paired off col 
in season 2. whc 
@ After Earth - efit 
flops & fo.) blar 
© Jodie Foster ; tA = ring 
comes out } LS nes 
(kinda) at the : ‘ cau 
@ Britney © Bieber pees in Holl 


Golden Globes 
< amop bucket 


DUH HOW UNEXPECTED WAS IT REALLY? 
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OMG 


© iy at the VMAs 


@ Lance Armstrong 
admits to doping 
He'd already been stripped 
of his medals. But it was 
still slightly shocking to 
hear Armstrong fess up to 
doping in his sit-down 
with Oprah on Jan. 17. 


D Mia Farrow says Sinatra 
might be Ronan’s dad 
On the one hand: Huh? 

On the other hand: OF 
COURSE! Ronan Farrow, 
who's long been thought a 
child of Woody Allen, does 
bear a striking resem- 
blance to Frank Sinatra. 
The sheer out-of-left-field- 
ness of Mia's assertion 
caused quite an Old 
Hollywood stir. 


HOW MUCH DID WE FREAK OUT? 


Sly Stallone is working on 
another Rocky 


MEH 


@ Matthew Crawley dies 
on Downton Abbey 
Never mind that U.K. viewers 
saw Matthew's (Dan Stevens) 
fatal car crash in 2012. When 
the episode aired in the U.S. 
in February, spoiler-free fans 
were truly outraged. 


( @-8 ) 
® 
© World War Z 
is actually 
ae | really good 
emico | 
| | 
K y 
© Gold 
iPhone 


@ Amber Tamblyn replaces 


Angus T. Jones on Two and 


a Half Men 


After Jones’ 2012 rant against 


the show, he was promptly 


shown the door (just one season 
after Charlie Sheen was fired). 
By the time Tamblyn joined the 


onetime smash in September, 
fans were already tuning out. 


@ Jamie Dornan cast 


in Fifty Shades of Grey 

The Internet went 50 shades 
crazy when the Irish actor (ai 
former Calvin Klein underwe 
model) was confirmed as the 
lead in the movie adaptation 
EL James’ erotic best-seller. 


@ Nick Jor 


@ Chris Pratt 
Instagrams Instagre 
his abs his abs 


89 
ry < 


© Ben Foster and Rol 
Wright are dating? 


HOW UNEXPECTED WAS IT REALLY? 
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@ Batfleck 


OMG 


» © Beyoncé lip-synchs 

the national anthem 

When Bey “belted” the song at 
the inauguration on Jan. 21, her 
slightly out-of-sync vocals set off 
rampant speculation. Ten days 
later, at a press conference for the 
Super Bowl, the singer copped to 
the hoax—and then floored haters 
with a flawless live performance. 


@ Jamie Dornan cast (4 
in Fifty Shades of Grey 4 @ Anna Kendrick has a top 10 song 
The Internet went 50 shades of 


Rodriguez is 
alive in Fast 
& Furious 6 
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HOW UNEXPECTED WAS IT REALLY? WTF? 
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HOLLYWOOD GOT 
RACE RIGHT 


This fall, moviegoers lined up for a film that 
offered an uncompromising, complex portrayal 
of the African-American experience. It depicted 
the nuanced lives of its black characters, putting 
their stories in the forefront. I’m talking, of course, 
about the rom-com hit The Best Man Holiday. 
But perhaps you thought | was talking about 
something else: the horrifying 12 Years a Slave, 
the devastating Fruitvale Station, the tearful Lee 
Daniels’ The Butler, the segregation tale 42. 
What really made 2013 notable, though, was 
that studios and networks finally learned that 
“diversity” isn’t limited to stories about historical 


SCROLL 


HOLLYWOOD GOT 
RACE WRONG 


From 12 Years a Slave to Lee Daniels’ The Butler, 
2013 was an extraordinary year for stories about 
America’s fraught racial history. Yet while cinema 
made high art out of the black experience, the 
rest of pop culture reminded us that we still have 
aproblem with race, and more, a problem talking 
about it. Paula Deen made people uncomfort- 
able—and lost her Food Network shows and 
many sponsors—when we learned she used the 
N-word years ago. The panicky retreat from 
Deen's toxic brand was meant to promulgate 
zero tolerance for retrograde attitudes. Actually, 
it modeled a cowardly, dump-and-flush remedy 


Illustration by JOHN UELAND 
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CRAZY STUFF 4 


THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT Justin Timberlake reunited with “NSYNC. Sort of. /] 
For a few seconds. Never mind. 
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Mariah Carey 
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THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT.. 


EVERYBODY 


ON TV DIED 


REMEMBER WHEN being the 
popular star ofa hit TV drama 
was considered a safe job? In 
2013 big characters became 
even bigger targets. High- 
lights from the lengthy death 
reel include Showtime’s 
Dexter killing off conflicted 
cop Debra Morgan, AMC’s 
Breaking Bad saying goodbye 
to DEA agent Hank Schrader 
and meth legend Walter White, 
Showtime’s Homeland hang- 
ing Nicholas Brody, F'X’s Sons 
of Anarchy offing former biker 
kingpin Clay Morrow and 
Tara Knowles, ABC’s Revenge 
casting off Declan and Faux- 
manda in its season 2 finale, 
and HBO’s Game of Thrones 
out-bloodying everybody with 
the insta-notorious Red Wed- 
ding massacre. Do you want a 
reason for this bloodshed? It’s 
partly coincidental. After long 
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DEBRA HANK WALTER ANDREA 
MORGAN SCHRADER WHITE The Walking 
Dexter Breaking Bad Breaking Bad Dead 
STEVE ROBB CATELYN TALISA 
NEWLIN STARK STARK STARK 
True Game of Game of Game of 
Blood Thrones Thrones Thrones 


® 


HEATHER ADELE 
BROOKS WEBBER 
Grey's Grey's 
Anatomy Anatomy 


protecting their core casts, 
Dexter and Breaking Bad nat- 
urally snuffed some major 
roles in the homestretch, 
while the sixth season of SOA 
(which should now be called 
RIP) likewise ramped up the 
body count deep into its run. 


On ae 
eet, 


RICHARD RED 

HARROW JOHN 

Boardwalk The 
Empire Mentalist 


Illustration by TODD DETWILER 
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HERSHEL MERLE THE GOVERNOR CLAY TARA 
The Walking The Walking The Walking MORROW KNOWLES 
Dead Dead Dead Sons of Anarchy Sons of Anarchy 
/ (| 
GREY MATTHEW LADY JOSS NICHOLAS 
WIND Downton SYBIL CARTER BRODY 
Game of Abbey Downton Person of Homeland 


Abbey Interest 


AMANDA DECLAN VERNA JOLENE BRIAN* 
CLARKE PORTER THORNTON BARNES Family Guy 
Revenge Revenge Scandal Nashville *Later saved by 


a time machine 


But we’d also make the case Bean—during the first sea- 
that two years ago Thrones _ son, a move that had never 
and The Walking Dead started been done before. And Walk- 
a blood-red sea change: That’s ing Dead’s second season 
when Thrones stunned view- _ started throwing fan favorites 
ers by beheading its main _ to the walkers. This creative 
character—played by the fearlessness was rewarded 
show’s biggest star, Sean by a sharp rise in ratings, 
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shattering that fretful, long- 
held network assumption that 
an audience’s favorite charac- 
ters must survive or viewers 
will flee. But after all the car- 
nage, what’s the next huge 
shocker? This question—also 
known as Ryan Murphy’s 
Conundrum—could launch a 
gory space race as shows try 
to turn beloved characters 
into one-night-stand trending 
Twitter topics by offing them. 
Will Alicia Florrick gun down 
the Lockhart/Gardner legal 
team? Will a plague wipe out 
Downton Abbey’s kitchen 
staff? At some point there 
might be a second shift when 


shows realize that it’s indeed 
possible to leave a cast feeling 
hollowed out. But until that 
happens...seriously, nobody’s 
killed that King Joffrey yet? 
C’mon! —JAMES HIBBERD 
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THIS WAS THE 


Jason Dohring 
and Kristen Bell 
in Veronica Mars 


WE ALL PRODUCED A MOVIE 


WANT TO BE a big-shot movie 
producer? It’s easy now! You 
don’t need gobs of money. 
Forget about scheduling 
power lunches at the Ivy. 
Thanks to crowdfunding sites 
like Kickstarter and Indie- 
gogo, you can become the 
next Jerry Bruckheimer in 


your sweatpants while sitting 
on your couch. 

This year, Hollywood discov- 
ered the revolutionary power 
of soliciting small donations 
from everyday people to bring 
passion projects to life. Last 
spring, Rob Thomas, creator of 
the beloved but canceled TV 


THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT Anne Hathaway kind of disappeared. (Did you 


even notice?) 


ROBERT VOETS 


THE YEAR THAT WAS 


series Veronica Mars, stunned 
the industry by raising nearly 
$6 million from more than 
90,000 fans to fund a big-screen 
movie, which will hit theaters 
next March. Then Zach Braff 
raked in more than $3 million 
to make Wish I Was Here, a 
follow-up to his 2004 movie, 
Garden State. Director Spike 
Lee funded his thriller Da Sweet 
Blood of Jesus entirely with cash 
from fans who decided they’ve 
gotta have it. 

You could argue that giv- 
ing your hard-earned money 
to wealthy celebrities goes 
against the democratic spirit 
ofthe Internet. (Robert Downey 
Jr. poked fun at the fad by 
announcing a fake $200 mil- 
lion campaign for Iron Man 4.) 
Regardless, we’re stuck with 


it now. So the next time you 
catch yourself lamenting 
that there’s nothing good to 
watch, just remember: The 
only connection you need to 
get into showbiz is an Internet 
connection. —JOSH ROTTENBERG 
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Kristen Bell in 
Veronica Mars 


HOW MUCH DID THESE CROWD-FUNDED MOVIES RAISE? 


SPIKE LEE’S 
‘DA SWEET 
BLOOD OF JESUS’ 


ZACH BRAFF’S 
‘WISH I 
WAS HERE’ 


$1,250,000 


$1,418,910 


$2,000,000 
$3,105,473 


| 
GOAL RAISED 


THE VERONICA 
MARS MOVIE 
PROJECT 


$2,000,000 


$5,702,153 


JAMES FRANCO'S 
‘PALO ALTO 
STORIES’ TRILOGY 


$327,929 


$500,000 


INSIDE AMY SCHUMER: COMEDY CENTRAL 
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Inside Amy 
Schumer 


THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT.. 


| BACKED OUT OF A GANG BANG 


One of my favorite sketches from the first season of Inside Amy Schumer was 
the one where | declined a gang bang that | had organized. | liked the idea of 
somebody talking a bigger game than they can deliver on. I've bluffed sexually for 
over a decade and many times my mouth has written a check that my p---y 
couldn’t cash, but on a way smaller scale, like playing coy at a bar but in actuality 
just lying there like a slug. So the idea of being in a gang bang and getting your- 
self that far over your head was something | found very funny. It’s also a little bit 
of a metaphor for everything else, things you build up in your head and dream of, 
and then when you're living them out you're like, “Oh, | can’t handle them, | can’t 
handle my dreams!” 

Honestly, this year was really crazy. I'm so proud of the first season, but going 
in| was afraid that maybe | had run out of ideas or | couldn’t produce more stand- 
up, but now that we're almost done filming the second season those fears have 
completely dissipated. | feel a lot more confident. | can tell you that the second 
season is completely insane and better than the first season, for sure. For one, 
you can expect a bunch of star cameos: We got Paul Giamatti, Parker Posey, Zach 
Braff, Janeane Garofalo, Patrick Warburton, Josh Charles, and more. You know, 
| kind of wish | had filmed the gang-bang scene this season because it would have 
had a whole lot more star power. 

Season 2 of Inside Amy Schumer premieres on Comedy Central April 1. 
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THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT.. 


THESE PEQPLE 
WERE EVERYWHERE 
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NATALIE DEMIAN JULIANNE 
DORMER BICHIR NICHOLSON 


IDRIS ELBA 


WHERE YOU’VE SEEN HIM 
He came back for season 3 

of BBC America’s Luther, 
waged war in Pacific Rim and 
Thor: The Dark World, and 
portrayed a legendary political 
icon in Mandela: Long Walk 

to Freedom. 


ON HIS YEAR 

“There's no real connection 
between the roles,” says Elba, 
41, a Golden Globe double 
nominee for Mandela and 
Luther. “I personally feel I'm 
sort of a character actor that 
gets leading positions.” 
WHERE YOU'LL 

SEE HIM IN 2014 

Asa criminal in No Good Deed 
(out Sept. 12). 

—JEFF LABRECQUE 
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THESE PEQPLE 
WERE EVERYWHERE 
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NATALIE 
DORMER 


JULIANNE 
NICHOLSON 


DEMIAN 
BICHIR 


NATALIE DORMER 


WHERE YOU’VE SEEN HER 
Pulling strings on HBO's 
Game of Thrones and CBS’ 
Elementary; romancing Chris 
Hemsworth in Rush and 
Brad Pitt in The Counselor. 


ON HER YEAR 

Dormer, 31, specializes 

in masters of manipulation 
like her conniving Games 
character, Margaery. Her 
strategy? Play these charac- 
ters “as sincerely and straight 
as possible,” leaving their 
motives up to interpretation. 


WHERE YOU'LL 
SEE HER IN 2014 


Thrones and Elementary, 
| plus The Hunger Games: 
| Mockingjay—Part 1 (Nov. 21), 


as film director Cressida. 
—HILLARY BUSIS 
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NATALIE DEMIAN JULIANNE 
DORMER BADGE DALE BICHIR NICHOLSON 


JAMES BADGE DALE 


WHERE YOU’VE SEEN HIM 
He tried to kill Tony Stark in 
Iron Man 3, fought zombies 
in World War Z, mentored 
the Lone Ranger, and played 
Lee Harvey Oswald's brother 
in Parkland. 


ON HIS YEAR 

Dale is finally embracing the 
career path he rejected at 
age 11 after starring in the 
1990 film Lord of the Flies. 

“| quickly realized this is 
work,” says the actor, 35. 
“And all | wanted to do was 
play hockey with my friends.” 
WHERE YOU'LL 

SEE HIM IN 2014 

The indie Western A Relative 
Stranger. 

—JEFF LABRECQUE 
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NATALIE DEMIAN JULIANNE 
DORMER BICHIR NICHOLSON 


MARGO 
MARTINDALE 


WHERE YOU'VE SEEN HER 
As a volatile socialite on NBC's 
Smash, a KGB handler on FX’s 
The Americans, Nick’s widowed 
mom on Fox's New Girl, the 
flatulent matriarch on CBS’ 
The Millers, and a bickering 
wife in August: Osage County. 


ON HER YEAR 

“I'm sure people are going to 
be sick to death of me soon,” 
says Martindale, 62. [Editor’s 
note: Not possible.] 


WHERE YOU'LL 

SEE HER IN 2014 

The Millers and The Americans, 
as well as the Greg Kinnear 
drama Heaven Is for Real 
(out April 16). 

—JESSICA SHAW 
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DEMIAN BICHIR 


WHERE YOU’VE SEEN HIM 
Taking fire in The Heat and 
Machete Kills; sleuthing 
around on FX's The Bridge. 


ON HIS YEAR 

The Bridge has special 
meaning for Bichir, 50, since 
it takes place partly in his 
home country of Mexico. “We 
needed something that could 
talk about the problems on 
both sides of the border,” says 
_ the actor. “It’s always very 
sad how sometimes either 
side washes their hands and 
blames the other.” 

WHERE YOU'LL 

SEE HIM IN 2014 

The Bridge (season 2 airs 
next summer). 

—TIM STACK 
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WHERE YOU’VE SEEN HER 
Trading barbs with Meryl 
and Julia in August: Osage 
County and playing doctor on 
Showtime's Masters of Sex. 


ON HER YEAR 

While filming a driving scene 
with Osage costar Meryl 
Streep, Nicholson, 42, was 
awed by Streep’s ability to 
snap into character. “Suddenly 
the whole car is full of feeling, 
and it was suffocating, in 

the best way. Just sitting next 
to her makes you better.” 
WHERE YOU’LL 

SEE HER IN 2014 

Sundance Channel's 
miniseries The Red Road. 
—SEAN SMITH 
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WE RELIVED THE 90S 


If the biggest pop culture events of 2013 all seemed sort of familiar, there’s a reason for that: 
We already experienced them two decades ago. (Yes, you're old.) -MARC SNETIKER 


fh iI SEPT. 6, 1990 (SM SEPT. 27, 2013 
' : : Sinéad O’Connor’s tearful Miley Cyrus cites O’Connor’s 
“Nothing Compares 2 U” video as an inspiration for 
. wins Video of the Year at shedding tears in her video 


the 1990 MTV VMAs. for “Wrecking Ball.” 


MAY 25, 1992 
Jay Leno replaces 
Johnny Carson 
as host of The 
Tonight Show 
upon Carson's 
retirement 

after 30 years. 


‘\\ 


SEPT. 24, 1993 (SM JUNE 17, 2013 APRIL 3, 2013 
ABC airs the pilot Disney picks up the NBC arm ahGae 
of Boy Meets World, pilot of Girl Meets oe , 

that Jimmy Fallon 

about 11-year-old Cory World, about Cory’s will replace Jay 

Leeliase <n el Leno as host of 
i The Tonight Show. 
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WE RELIVED THE 90S 


If the biggest pop culture events of 2013 all seemed sort of familiar, there’s a reason for that: 
We already experienced them two decades ago. (Yes, you're old.) -MARC SNETIKER 


MAY 1994 [SM MAY 28, 2013 

New Kids on the Block finish their A reunited NKOTB kick off their North 
final tour and eldest member American “Package Tour,” enlisting fellow 
Jonathan Knight drops out, citing nostalgics 98 Degrees and Boyz Il Men 


: panic attacks. for a triple-header. 


GEM JAN. 27, 1995 [SMI MAY 24, 2013 
Ethan Hawke and Julie Hawke and Delpy reunite 

Delpy star in the classic for the soon-to-be-classic 
romance Before Sunrise. romance Before Midnight. 


AUG. 2, 1996 
Mara Wilson plays 

a telekinetic kid in ; 
Matilda, based on the : 
Roald Dahl novel. H 


| NOW | 

APRIL 11, 2013 
Matilda the Musical 
on Broadway has 
four kids in the title 
role—not a single 
giant hair bow 
among them. 


v (MI NOV. 15, 2013 
The cast suits up again for 
the Christmas-themed The 
Best Man Holiday. Domestic 
gross: $69 million (so far). 
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Malcolm D. 
Lee’s rom-com 
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Bill Hader 
and Seth 
Meyers on 
Saturday 
Night Live 


THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT... 


| SAID GOODBYE TO STEFON 


| knew | was going to leave [SNL] in February of last year. We thought, “Well, we 
should do something for my last show.” John Mulaney and | had the idea of doing a 
Graduate thing: Seth Meyers breaks up the wedding, you see all the people that 
Stefon’s talked about over the years, and he’s being married to Anderson Cooper. 

It kind of proves that Stefon wasn’t crazy—those things actually do all exist. 

There was this beautiful moment where we finished it, | hugged Seth, got a nice 
applause, and then walked off. And there was Kristen Wiig. | had no idea she was 
going to be there. She gave me a big hug, and she was crying. And then Seth gave 
mea giant hug. And then John and | hugged. And then they said, “We've gotta get 
you ready for the next sketch,” and they took off the shirt and the wig. They just 
whisked it away. And Michael, my dresser, looked at me and went, “Well, Bill, | guess 
that’s it.” 

Hader costars in The Skeleton Twins, which debuts at the 
Sundance Film Festival next month. 
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>| OCT. 9, WHEN THE 
—TWEETED ON SEPT. 26, RAPPER APPEARED ON 


JIMMY KIMMEL LIVE! 
AFTER KIMMEL SPOOFED 
WEST IN A VIDEO TO SETTLE THE FEUD 
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MARIAH (Vs: 


“It was like hell, going to 


k davinhell “All dem #1s but JLo 
WOIK EVETY Gay DUNE phone ringin? Lol.” 
with Satan... I’m just _TWEETED ON 
playing—it didn’t affect MAY 2 IN RESPONSE TO 
me that much.” RUMORS THAT IDOL 
WAS CONSIDERING 


—ABOUT HER AMERICAN 
IDOL EXPERIENCE, TO A 
RADIO HOST ON NOV. 12 


REPLACING CAREY WITH 
JENNIFER LOPEZ 
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Uzo Aduba 
(center) on 
Orange Is the 
New Black 


THIS WAS THE YEAR THAT... 


I STOPPED CALLING MY 
CHARACTER “CRAZY EYES” 


| auditioned for the role of Janae, the track star, on Orange Is the New Black. 
And then | got a call from my agents: “Remember this audition? Well, you didn’t 
get it. They’d like to offer you another part.” | was initially like, “Oookay’—like, 
“She's not right for the track star, but she’s totally right for the crazy person?” 
But when | got the part, it just felt like the right fit. 

What really grabbed me about the character was when one of our writers, 
Marco Ramirez, wrote this really beautiful stage direction: “She is innocent like a 
child, except children aren't scary.” That totally made sense. | kept seeing these 
visions of a grown adult with a pacifier and a sledgehammer. Her intentions are 
pure, but the calculation is just slightly off. The thing | love about Suzanne— 
there's nothing unclear about her. There's no mincing ever. 

When | was introduced to the character, | called her Crazy Eyes. By the 
second episode, | started calling her Suzanne. | almost can’t even bring myself 
to call her Crazy Eyes these days. You know, she’s a person who has feelings. 

Season 2 of Orange Is the New Black premieres on Netflix in 2014. 
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WE GOT 
PSYCHED 
FOR 2014. 
AND 2015. 


MAN OF STEEL hit theaters in 
June and sparked some short- 
lived debate about its violence, 
the 9/11 imagery, that ending. 
Then we stopped talking 
about it. In July, Zack Snyder 
showed Comic-Con nothing 
more than a logo for the 
sequel—and we've been talk- 
ing about Batmanvs. Superman 
ever since. 

This year, Hollywood truly 
figured out how to feed our 
new addiction to movies 
we haven’t seen yet. The film 
is now just one event in a 
much longer, social-media- 
assisted experience. Tweets 
and “leaked” images pave the 
way for a teaser, which leads 
to the real trailer, which revs 
us up for the movie—which 


probably has an end-credit 
teaser for a sequel. 

Studios are colonizing far- 
future release dates with 
familiar brands to make it even 
easier: Star Wars: Episode VII 
(2015), Jurassic World (2015), 
The Amazing Spider-Man 4 
(2018). And savvy filmmakers 
are getting on board too. Bryan 
Singer spent 2013 tweeting 
pictures from the set of 2014’s 
X-Men: Days of Future Past. 
And this month, he stoked fan- 
boy fires even more by tweeting 
that X-Men: Apocalypse will 
arrive in 2016. Of course, by 
then we’ll already be more 
excited about what’s coming 
in 2020. —DARREN FRANICH 
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A look back at the 
entertainment legends 
who left us this year by 
artists who knew and 
loved them 


JAMES 
_ GAN DOLFINI 


BY JAMIE-LYNN SIGLER 
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Cory Monteith By Ryan Murphy 
For me, Cory was both the beginning and the 
ending of Glee...literally. 

The first scene of the pilot was Cory’s Finn 
and Matt [Morrison]’s Mr. Schu. None of us 
really knew what we were doing. Glee was a 
musical, musicals had never worked on tele- 
vision, and we were figuring it out as we went 
along. At the end of his first take, Cory could 
see I, his director, was a little unsure. He came 
up to me with a big grin and said, “This is 
going to be fun.” He was terribly right, and 
terribly wrong. 

The ending of Glee is something | have 
never shared with anyone, but | always knew 
it. I’ve always relied on it as a source of com- 
fort, a North Star. At the end of season 6, Lea 
[Michele]’s Rachel was going to have become 
a big Broadway star, the role she was born to 
play. Finn was going to have become a 
teacher, settled down happily in Ohio, at peace 
with his choice and no longer feeling like a 
Lima loser. The very last line of dialogue was 
to be this: Rachel comes back to Ohio, fulfilled 
and yet not, and walks into Finn’s glee club. 
“What are you doing here?” he would ask. “I’m 
home,” she would reply. Fade out. The end. 

That ending, and that beginning, speaks 
deeply of my personal feelings for Cory. 
Despite his troubles, he always felt deeply 
rooted—dependable, sweet, someone you 
return to for comfort. He was big, oafy, 
oversize—which is why during the pilot | gave 
him the nickname Frankenteen, a nickname 
that, much to his horror, stuck. But he was 
also the biggest surprise for me personally, 
and in many ways reaped the most respect. 

When we started, he alone had never 
danced. He had never really sung. And yet 
from his audition tape—where he tried out 
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banging on Tupperware—he became a singer. 
A great one. And he became a dancer. He gave 
both his heart, and that is what Cory was to 
me—all heart. Ultimately his body, through his 
terribly sad and frustrating addiction, won out 
over that big, strong beating heart. 

On Glee, Cory was the quarterback. He was 
a natural leader and, always, a welcome 
embrace. When new cast members joined the 
show—and that choir room can at first be a 
chilly one—Cory was the first to speak to 
them, welcome them, show them the ropes. 

From the beginning Cory and | had a father- 
son relationship, which at that time | have to 
admit | did not want. | didn’t know how to do 
that. But Cory—from a broken home, a lost 
boy—needed a male figure to provide guid- 
ance, support, a direction. In retrospect, Cory 
was kind of my training wheels for becoming 
the father | am today with my own child. 

One of the most difficult things about 
the death of a young person is the loss of 
potential. Of what could be. Cory had a lot of 
unfulfilled dreams. He longed for more 
adult material, to prove himself as an actor. 
And he wanted to direct. He wanted to get 
better, he wanted to evolve. 

And so he is frozen in a moment. For 
generations of children, future impressionable 
young people who will watch his indelible char- 
acter of Finn Hudson, he will always be that 
quarterback—a person who champions the 
underdog, fights the bullies, loves for the exact 
right reasons. Cory will continue to change 
lives for the better. It is a rare gift to touch the 
lives of one person, let alone millions. 

Monteith died of a lethal mix of heroin and 
alcohol in Vancouver. Murphy, the co-creator 
of Glee, delivered an expanded version of this 
eulogy at a private memorial service in July. 
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Roger Ebert By Martin S Y ®&) 
Roger Ebert meant a great deal to many 
people. For me, he was an anchor. We met in 
1967, after he wrote a positive review of the 
early version of my very first feature, Who's 
That Knocking at My Door? The effect of the 
review was incalculable, and the fact that 
someone immediately recognized what | was 
trying to do in that picture meant everything 
to me. It still does. And over the years, when- 
ever | needed help, when | was at the lowest 
moments in my career, Roger was there for 
me. | never even asked—he was just there. 
Even though he maintained a kind of 
professional distance, we got to know each 
other very well. In all honesty, | have rarely 
met anyone who loved movies as much as 
Roger, or who cared about them as deeply. He 
was a wonderful critic and a rare human being, 
and I’m proud to say that he was my friend. 
Ebert died of thyroid cancer in Chicago. 
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Jean Stapleton By Sally Struthers &) 


Not many have the uncommon blessing 
of two sets of parents. | did. My friendship 
with Jean began 43 years ago. | was 
young, and she was wonderful. The best 
human being on the set of All in the 
Family, our resident saint. She radiated 
goodness, artistry, humor, gentleness, and 
her perfect relationship with God. | am left 
with so many memories of Jean’s laughter. 
Giggling, actually. And it was all the time. 
No one worked more diligently than Jean. 
She perfected each moment of her role 
as Edith Bunker. She led by example. I'll 
carry her with me always. Actually, | think 
she is now carrying me. 

Stapleton died of undisclosed causes in 
New York City. 
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tening to his music. If you're one of 
He’s the greatest singer country music has these people going, “I don’t know much 
ever had, ever will have. It’s really a rare thing about this guy,” go figure it out, because 
in any style of music to be able to say that. He there's a reason we're making this ruckus. 
was like Sinatra for us. George Jones during Jones died of respiratory failure 
his lifetime was probably aware that he was in Nashville. 
regarded as the best singer in country music. It 
wasn't like he didn’t know people said that. But 
the minute that you start to sense that people 
are listening to other music and they’re not 
interested in what you're doing, there’s always 
a feeling of, Did what | do matter or not? 
| think he knew that we all adored him. He 
knew his wife just loved him beyond what's 
typically possible for human beings. And in our 
case, as artists, we all regarded him as if he 
were in line for sainthood. But he left here 
probably wondering if people would still be lis- 
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from that moment on she totally 

From the very moment in the fall of the immersed herself into being the best 
late ’50s when | met Annette and her family, that she could be. She was one of a kind. 
my admiration, love, and respect for all of Funicello died of complications from 
them was quickly established and never multiple sclerosis in Bakersfield, Calif. 
waned. Annette was America’s sweetheart. 
She handled it well, she wore it well, and 
she was humbled by it. At first we had a 
professional relationship, which became a 
personal one. There was love, respect, and, 
most of all, there was a unique friendship 
unlike any that | knew in my younger years. 

| was always so impressed by her 
professionalism, her hardworking approach 
to everything, and her caring for everyone. 
One day | finally convinced her that she 
could indeed sing and that | was prepared 
to write and create an album for her, and 
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LOU REED 


BY MICK ROCK 


Lou Reed was my friend for more than 

40 years. He was a gladiator, fearless and 
uncompromising. He pandered to no one. 
Personally, he was a very sweet soul and a 
loyal, caring friend. | took some wonderfully 
intimate photos of him and [model and Velvet 
Underground collaborator] Nico at Blakes 
Hotel in London in the autumn of 1975 when 
she was purring in his ear to write more songs 
for her. Another set | cherish is of him in a pet 
shop tenderly nursing a puppy. He already 

had one miniature dachshund called The 
Baron, and decided that he needed a pal, called 
The Duke. But when he got him home, The 


Duke kept growing and growing. Not that 
he loved him any less. After that, there were 
always small dogs in his life. 

Lou tended to shy away from publishing 
any photos that showed his sensitive, 
more human side. He liked to be seen as 
invulnerable, mysterious, implacable in the 
public eye. And | never published anything 
that he didn’t approve. He was my friend. 
| wanted him to be happy. Although | do think 
now that he’s passed it would be okay to 
reveal a little more of the sweetness of this 
great artist. | believe now he would give 
his blessing to it. 

Reed died of liver disease in Amagansett, N.Y. 
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When | first met Paul, | think in our late 20s, 
we were young kids in the business. Then 
years later, when | did Fast Five, we had an 
opportunity to spend a lot of time together 
and become reacquainted. At that time, we 
had both been in the business for over a 
decade, and the most important thing that 
we had in common was the importance of 


family time and being great fathers to our 
daughters. We bonded over that. 

| hope that Paul will be remembered for 
exactly what he was: a great guy, a caring man, 
and an exceptional father who loved 
and adored his daughter and would do 


anything to help out someone in need. & 
He was passionate and very selective 
about roles he took, but he also relished his 
private time and was never motivated by 
money, fame, glory, or being a movie star. 

There’s that old expression you've heard: 
“The camera doesn’t lie.” In Paul’s case, you 
certainly saw his spirit always come through 
on screen. Whether he was involved in heavy 
action, or more of a tender moment, or more 
of a comedic moment—on screen his genuine 
care and his light as a human being would 
always shine through. 

Walker died in a car accident in Santa 
Clarita, Calif. 
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Dennis was my dear friend. His loss is incon- 
ceivable. | keep forgetting he’s absent, and | 
have to remind myself of the void that’s there 
where he used to be. 

| will never not miss him, his generosity, his 
outrageous humor and values. When Dennis 
decided somebody was a “bad guy,” it was 
nonnegotiable. He was a man of character and 
fine qualities. He lived in a cultural niche that 
was uniquely his own, with unwavering loy- 
alty to Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett, pocket 
handkerchiefs, and manicured nails. What a 
pleasure it was to be around him—from the 
bars and streets of Chicago on Thief in 1980, 
where he told me he might have a career as an 
actor if he could become known as “Dennis 
the dream to work with,” through the years to 
Luck. On Luck, for Dennis, Dustin Hoffman, 
and me, working together with the rest of 
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BY MACKENZIE PHILEIPS 


that incredible and familial ensemble, 
it was the best of times. 

Farina died of a blood clot in his lung in 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 
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My father named me after himself and my 
brother, Jonathan, after his favorite comedian. 
| was on vacation in Mexico the first time | 
spoke to my brother's namesake. My Palm 
Treo surprised me by ringing in a foreign land, 
and | had to think hard about answering it for 
fear of international roaming charges. The man 
calling sounded like a cross between Ricky 
Ricardo and Speedy Gonzales. It was Jonathan 
Winters, pretending to be my TV sidekick, 
Guillermo. | understood exactly none of what 
he said but remember every bit of it. 

Most young people would probably deem 
Jonathan’s act to be corny, but it was anything 
but. His was a wild and imaginative brain hidden 
inside a round, friendly head. You never knew 
what he'd do next. I’m pretty sure he never knew 
what he'd do next. | was lucky enough to spend 
time with his many personas both on TV and off, 
and I’ve never felt more like a real-life talk-show 
host than when he was sitting in my guest chair. 


\\ 
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When | told him how much he meant ®) 
to our family, Jonathan was kind enough 
to invite my dad to his home. He answered 
the door dressed head-to-toe as a German 
U-boat commander, shared many great 
stories using many different voices, then 
invited my dad into a room full of hats. 
Jonathan selected an Indiana Jones-style 
fedora for my father and changed into a Civil 
War cavalry outfit. At lunch, the restaurant 
manager said, “Welcome, Mr. Winters!” 
Jonathan growled. The manager said, 
“Welcome, General Custer!” He smiled. He 
was a nut in the best possible way. 

At the end of the day, Jonathan insisted that 
my dad take some of his many toys “for your 
grandkids.” If there is such a thing as a comedy 
genius, Jonathan Winters qualified for sure— 
but he was also a kind and lovely man who 
gave my dad one of the best days of his life. 

Winters died of undisclosed causes in 
Montecito, Calif. 
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Bonnie Franklin By Mac zie Phillips 
Bonnie was very tiny. She was like 5 foot 2, 
and I’m 5 foot 8. | was like the giraffe around 
her. She was very brash, very loud, very New 
York. | fell in love with her immediately. 
Bonnie was the driving force every Monday 
at the table read for One Day at a Time. She 
would fight for quality and funny. She was a 
bit of a bulldozer when it came to what she 
wanted, where she wanted the show to go. It 
rubbed some people the wrong way, but 
ultimately she was a huge part of keeping the 
show on for nine seasons. 

She was very protective of me. People 
didn’t really know how to help an addict back 
then. She wanted me to get help. Many years 
went by, but whenever we saw each other, 
we’d either hold hands or have our arms 


around each other. To this day, | have a 
framed photo of me and Bonnie on my 
dining-room table. | say good morning to 
her every day. 

Franklin died of complications from 
pancreatic cancer in L.A. 
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Elmore Leonard By Dennis Lehane characters—in Justified, Get Shorty, 

The reason Hollywood usually got it wrong and Out of Sight—they unlocked the secret 
when adapting Elmore Leonard was because to the man’s work: All Leonard asked of plot 
they mistook plot for story. At his peak, Leon- was that it be a serviceable vehicle, but 

ard told better stories than anyone. Andthose __ the journey and the people who took it—i.e., 
stories were always evangelically focused on the story—that was everything. 
character—crazy characters, greedy ones, Leonard died of complications from a 
often sociopathic (even the “hero” cops), stroke in Bloomfield Hills, Mich. 

sometimes staggeringly stupid or deceptively 

smart, but always alive. His characters were 

placed on the page with a pitiless joy; he never 

sentimentalized them, but that didn’t make 

him (or us) love them any less. He was the 

least moralistic moral writer of our time. 

When the movies tried to transpose the plot 

to the screen without giving the 

characters their full due, they always effed it 

up. But when they reveled in those 
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Joan Fontaine By Owen Gleiberman girls? After that Hitchcock double bill, 

She was gorgeously proper—the girl next door _ her career went on (highlight: the 1948 
with patrician bones and a smile that held the romantic tragedy Letter From an Unknown 
sunniest trust. Yet it was the fate of this Woman), but her mythology was complete. 
British-American beacon of slightly sad-eyed She was our domestic damsel in distress, 
niceness to be cast, at 22, ina delicious taleof | capturing the heartbreak lurking beneath 
darkness: Rebecca (1940), Alfred Hitchcock’s feminine devotion. 

first Hollywood film. As the wife of a brooding Fontaine died of undisclosed causes in 
aristocrat (Laurence Olivier), who finds herself © Carmel, Calif. 

driven to delirium by the memories of his 

first wife, Fontaine became the image of love 

torn by doubt, neurosis, even madness. In 

Hitch’s Suspicion (1941), the husband (Cary 

Grant) has all the makings of a cold killer; 

Fontaine took the Oscar for her trembling- 

through-tears performance. Did she draw on 

her bitter, lifelong rivalry with her sister, Olivia 

de Havilland, to play these distressed good 
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Peter O’Toole By Mariel Hemingway 
| was 22 years old and had just been cast 
opposite the legendary Peter O’Toole in a 
movie called Creator. We had both been put 
up in the Chateau Marmont Hotel in Holly- 
wood, and | was meant to meet him in the 
lobby at noon. | sat nervously watching 
actors, people with busy showbiz lives, go 
in and out of the bustling Chateau. | was 
feeling smaller and smaller as the minutes 
ticked by and Peter was nowhere in sight. 
| couldn't bring myself to call his room, but 
he finally showed up 99 minutes late— 
no apology. He was posturing, showing me 
he was a man you waited for. 

He was a spectacle, way too loud for my 
shy interior. But | smiled, looked him right 
in the eye, and said, “If you plan on being 


late all the time, no problem. Just let ® 
me know and | too will show up late and 

no one ever has to know but us.” Peter 
laughed for a solid minute and embraced 

me, saying | was okay and we were going 

to have fun. 

He never showed up late again, and we 
were inseparable while filming. He was a 
movie star and a pro. He told me that so 
much of what you do as an actor is create 
someone who is bigger than life, and your life 
is a mini-reflection of the character you are 
playing. Peter was an eccentric, a genius, and 
as kind and honest as any man could be. He 
will be missed for his grand persona and his 
over-the-top, admirable characters. 

O'Toole died of undisclosed causes in 
London. 
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Ray Harryhausen By Guillermo Del Toro 

Growing up with Ray Harryhausen on screen 

allowed my generation to dream of a monster-filled 
future. He legitimized fantasy as a medium for true 
artistic creation. Through the years, this man and his 
creatures became part of my family and felt closer 
than many of my blood relatives. He was a true 
pioneer, a man who picked up the mantle of stop- 
motion straight from Willis O’Brien and Marcel 
Delgado and, single-handedly, carried the torch for two 
or three generations. It is impossible to imagine Star 
Wars, Jurassic Park, or The Lord of the Rings without 
the work that Ray did. 

He was a minister of monsters. He was a designer, 
technician, sculptor, painter, and cinematographer all at 
once. His creatures made millions of lonely children 
smile and hope for a better world—a world populated 
by cyclopses and griffins and the children of the hydra. 
No one will ever fill the void left by Ray Harryhausen. 
He was a precious anomaly, a comet passing by... 

Harryhausen died of undisclosed causes in London. 
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| was lucky enough to run into Karen for the 
first time on the set of Drive, He Said, a 1971 
movie directed by Jack Nicholson. Having 

seen her performance in Five Easy Pieces, 
which absolutely knocked me out, | felt she just 


might be the female live wire of our genera- 
tion—and, as far as I’m concerned, when you 
throw in several other performances, especially 
in The Day of the Locust, | was right. Karen was 


underappreciated, and the industry lacked © 
the understanding that she had genius poten- 
tial, particularly as a comedian. She is without a 
doubt the best actress | ever worked with who 
could touchingly play a mess time after time. 
Barbara Harris, Diane Ladd, and Ellen Burstyn 
are still out there, but we all miss Karen’s ability 
to raise a movie to a whole higher ground. 

Black died of ampullary cancer in 
West Hills, Calif: 
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Patti Page, 85, 50s pop singer 
(‘Tennessee Waltz”), 1/1 


Ned Wertimer, 89, played the doorman 
on The Jeffersons, 1/2 


Conrad Bain, 89, actor 
(Diff'rent Strokes), 1/14 


Pauline Phillips, 94, original Dear Abby 
columnist, 1/16 


Robert F. Chew, 52, played Proposition 
Joe on The Wire, 1/17 


Michael Winner, 77, director (Death 
Wish), 1/21 


Reg Presley, 71, lead singer of the 
Troggs (“Wild Thing”), 2/4 


Stuart Freeborn, 98, Star Wars makeup 
artist who helped design Yoda and 
Chewbacca, 2/5 


Mindy McCready, 37, country singer, 
2/17 


Lou Myers, 77, played Mr. Gaines on 
A Different World, 2/19 


Cleotha Staples, 78, gospel singer, 2/21 
Van Cliburn, 78, pianist, 2/27 


Bobby Rogers, 73, founding member of 
the Miracles (“Shop Around”), 3/3 
Chinua Achebe, 82, author of Things 
Fall Apart, 3/21 


Richard Griffiths, 65, played Uncle 
Vernon in the Harry Potter films and 
Uncle Monty in Withnail and |, 3/28 


Phil Ramone, 79, recording engineer 
and producer, 3/30 
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Julie Harris was magical. Not only 
was she an unusually gifted actress 
[who earned an Oscar nod for her first 
film, The Member of the Wedding, and 
five Tonys for her work on Broadway], she 
possessed a profound, instinctive under- 
standing of people, and was full up with 
compassion and humanity. When | worked 
with her on [a 1994 Broadway revival of] 
The Glass Menagerie, she was also 
insanely wicked and playful. Julie was a 
tiny woman with beautiful hair and a 
sparkle in her eyes. Quick to laugh and 
quick to cry, Julie felt very deeply. Her 
intelligence permeated her every perfor- 
mance, along with her unquestionable 
charm. 

And in spite of all her success, it was so 
Julie to remain surprisingly humble, unbe- 
lievably humble. | loved her very much and 


| will miss her, as we all will. | am blessed 
that I had the opportunity to work with 
her, but especially blessed that | knew her. 

Harris died of congestive heart failure in 
West Chatham, Mass. 
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There can be only one originator of a 
genre or subgenre, and Tom Clancy was 
most definitely the creator of the military 
technothriller, or at the very least the man 
owned the space. From The Hunt for Red 
October to his last novel, Command 
Authority, the former insurance salesman 
who had a passion for all things military— 
from the hardware to the pulse of 
patriotism that resided inside each 
uniformed chest—entertained and 
enlightened millions with his storytelling 
skills. His best-known character, Jack Ryan, 
has had the distinction of four different 
actors portraying him on the big screen. 

It was said that Ronald Reagan made 
Clancy a best-selling author by proclaiming 
his first novel one of the best yarns he’d 
ever read. But | think Clancy would have 
managed to get there without that 


endorsement. Those who read his books 
were stunned that he had never worn the 
uniform himself, or that he wasn’t actually 
a clandestine agent for the CIA. He was 
just that good. 

Clancy died of an undisclosed illness 
in Baltimore. 


Milo O'Shea, 86, actor (Barbarella, 
The Verdict), 4/2 

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala, 85, Oscar- 
winning screenwriter (A Room Witha 
View), 4/3 

Pat Summerall, 82, NFL star-turned- 
sportscaster, 4/16 


Allan Arbus, 95, played shrink Maj. 
Sidney Freedman on M’‘A*S'H, 4/19 
E.L. Konigsburg, 83, author 

(From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil 
E. Frankweiler), 4/19 


Deanna Durbin, 91, child star who wona 
special juvenile Oscar in 1939, 4/20 
Chrissy Amphlett, 53, lead singer of 
Divinyls (“I Touch Myself”), 4/21 


Richie Havens, 72, folk legend who 
opened 1969's Woodstock festival, 4/22 
Chris “Mack Daddy” Kelly, 34, half of 
the hip-hop duo Kris Kross (“Jump”), 5/1 
Jeanne Poe 84, actress (The Young 
and the Restl ess), ), 5/8 

Dr. Joyce Brothers, 85, psychologist and 
TV personality, 5/13 

Ray Manzarek, 74, keyboardist for the 
Doors, 5/20 

Clarence Burke Jr., 64, lead singer 

of soul group the Five Stairsteps (“O-o-h 
Child”), 5/26 

Tim Samaras, 55, star of Discovery 
Channel's Storm Chasers, 5/31 


Maxine Stuart, 94, actress (General 
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The New York Times bestselling saga continues. 


The road to power... 
is paved with blood and magic. 
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CHIWETEL KJIOFOR 
SHINES IN THE 
DARKNESS OF 12 YEARS 


Steven Spielberg discovered him. Ridley Scott and Alfonso Cuar6n have 
hired him. Now, with an Oscar nod for his performance in 12 Years a Slave 
almost certain, the British actor finally takes center stage. 


BY NICOLE SPERLING 


N A SWELTERING 
summer night in 
2012, the cast and 
crew of 12 Years a 


reputation for being reserved, 
and McQueen had yet to crack 
his shell. “We are all feeling each 
other out, getting to know each 


Slave gathered 
in Louisiana for a start-of- 
production meal, and director 
Steve McQueen was trying to 
get a read on his leading man. 
The British McQueen (Shame) 
had cast his countryman Chiwetel 
Ejiofor in the starring role of 
freeman-turned-slave Solomon 
Northup. The actor, 36, had a 


other, and Chiwetel gets a bit 
drunk and asks, ‘Does anyone 
believe in love?’ and I thought, 
‘T love this guy,” McQueen says 
with a laugh. “It’s all in him—all 
that humanity, all that question- 
ing, all that feeling just bursts 
onto the screen.” 

It’s helped him burst to the 
front of the Best Actor Oscar 
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race, too, and earned hima Golden 
Globe nomination. Ejiofor’s soul- 
baring portrayal of Northup, a 
real-life Saratoga Springs, NY., 
musician, husband, and father 
duped by two white men and sold 
into brutal servitude in the ante- 
bellum South, has propelled the 
longtime actor (Children of Men, 
American Gangster) into the kind 
of media spotlight he never 
expected, or sought. For the first 
time, strangers on the streets 
of Los Angeles are correctly 
pronouncing his exotic name (for 
the record, it’s CHEW-eh-tell 
EDGE-ee-oh-four). “I was never 
particularly excited about being 
at the front of the crowd,” Ejiofor 
says. “With acting, you can tuck 
yourself away and, through the 
character, express all your hu- 
manity, hopes, fears, and dreams.” 

In person Ejiofor, who was 
born in England to Nigerian 
refugee parents, is a poised, 
contained presence. He analyzes. 
He ponders. He laughs often, but 
never in a way that feels care- 
free. He may be able to reveal his 
heart when the cameras roll, but 
off screen he seems very much 
in his head. “He’s a calculated 
risk-taker,” McQueen says. 
“There’s a fearlessness about 
him, but he’s the kind of actor 
who thinks too much before— 
‘How is this going to happen?’— 
and then all of a sudden, he 


— 


jumps.” Adds his 12 Years costar 
Lupita Nyong’o: “His spirit is like 
water. He’s calm, but there is a 
danger in that calmness.” 

The second of four children, 
Ejiofor grew up in London. His 
father was a doctor, and both 
parents were also musicians. 
Creativity was encouraged. 
Then, when Ejiofor was 11, he 
was in a car accident that killed 
his father. The pale scar that 
slices across his forehead is from 
that event. 

Asked about his father now, 
the actor says only that the man 
was, and remains, “a big pres- 
ence in my life.” But Ejiofor’s 
younger sister, CNN correspon- 
dent Zain Asher, thinks the inci- 
dent was pivotal to her brother’s 
life in multiple ways. “We come 
from a very traditional Nigerian 
family where your parents would 
want you to become a lawyer or 
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Ejiofor in 
a scene from 
12 Years a Slave 
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a doctor,’ Asher says. “My father 
loved his profession as a doctor, 
and he really took Chiwetel 
under his wing. There might 
have been a higher chance that 
Chiwetel would have followed in 
my father’s footsteps had he still 
been present.” 

After the accident, Ejiofor 
started acting, both in high school 
and with London's National Youth 
Theatre—a proven breeding 
ground for British actors, includ- 
ing Daniel Day-Lewis and Helen 
Mirren. “Acting allowed him a 
medium to express himself,” says 
Asher. “When you go through a 
traumatic experience, it forces 
you to look inside. That experi- 
ence changed him. I remember 
him being a lot more outgoing be- 
fore it happened. Now he is very 
thoughtful and introspective.” 

Following his graduation from 
high school, Ejiofor attended the 
acclaimed London Academy of 
Music and Dramatic Art, with 
the goal of joining all the major 
theater companies in the U.K. 
and traveling around the coun- 
try performing Shakespeare 
and the other classics. A film ca- 
reer was nowhere on his radar. 

Steven Spielberg changed all 
that, casting a 19-year-old Ejio- 
for in the 1997 drama Amistad. 
Initially, Ejiofor says, “Ihad total 
determination to return to Lon- 
don and keep working in 


theater.” But hanging out on a 
soundstage with Morgan Free- 
man and Anthony Hopkins has a 
way of broadening your perspec- 
tive. “I had seen the other side,” 
he says, laughing. “The expanse 
[of the film], the limitless oppor- 
tunities, the creative scale of it 
was so beyond. It blew my mind.” 

Since then Kjiofor has toggled 
between studio movies (Inside 
Man, Salt) and smaller films 
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(Kinky Boots, Talk to Me). He 
continues to carve out time for 
stage work, including a recent 
seven-week run in London’s West 
End in A Season in the Congo, 
directed by Joe Wright (Atone- 
ment). The play’s long political 
speeches can be a slog for the 
audience, but Wright compares 
Hjiofor’s performance to that of a 
great singer tackling a difficult 
song. “One can be entranced by 
the nature and beauty of his 
voice,” he says. “It opens a portal 
into what he’s saying and turns 
the story into poetry.” 

When McQueen first 
approached Ejiofor about 
12 Years, the actor thought it was 
out of his reach. “It blindsided 


me,” Ejiofor says. “I hadn’t seen 
a film like that. I thought I’d 
never see a film like that. It was 
a story that was so inside the 
slave experience. I recognized it 
as a huge responsibility.” Only 
when he realized that he had to 
tell just one man’s story, not 
carry the weight of hundreds of 
years of slavery on his shoulders, 
did he agree. 

He did months of research, 
reading Northup’s memoir and 
studying the economics of the 
slave trade, before setting foot in 
Louisiana. Once there, nothing 
about the experience spooked 
him, he says. The scenes ofintense 
violence—hanging from a noose, 
being beaten mercilessly—only 


JAIMIE TRUEBLOOD 
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helped him connect more deeply 
to his character. “In those 
moments you feel that you are as 
close as you can get to what was 
going on,” he says. “It allows 
another level of legitimacy in the 
pursuit of someone’s story.” 

To counteract the film’s heavy 
narrative, the cast and crew 
kept things light during their 
time off. And Ejiofor didn’t 
recede after that initial “Does 
anyone believe in love?” dinner. 
Nyong’o says he chaired most of 
the social events, including trips 
to the go-kart track, paintball 
wars, and one epic dinner where 
he regaled his castmates with a 
single 25-minute joke. “He had 
all of us just waiting for the 
punchline,” Nyong’o says, laugh- 
ing. (Sadly, she can’t remember 
what it was.) “He tells a funny 
joke, that guy.” 

Still, the time on the planta- 
tion took a toll, says McQueen, 
who advised Ejiofor to be mind- 
ful of what the role might be 
doing to the actor’s head. “Being 
in that environment, it’s not 
play,” the director says. “He was 
dancing with ghosts.” To help 
exorcise them, Hjiofor chose not 
to return to London or to Los 


Angeles (where he lives part- 
time) after the film wrapped. He 
hunkered down in Brooklyn, 
where he knew few people and 
therefore could spend some time 
in self-imposed isolation. He 
read The Grapes of Wrath and 
tried to make sense of what he 
had just been through. “I felt 
that I was living in a reality that 
was so engaged with those 
primary forces: man, woman, 
economy, industry, violence, and 
love,” he says. “I didn’t want to 
take that kind of dynamic 
straight back into real life.” 

His real life is now getting 
more complicated. He may not 
have wanted fame, but the 
acclaim for his performance 
seems to be delivering it to his 
doorstep anyway. He’s discover- 
ing that the public wants to 
know him, not just the people he 
plays. That’s a long, perilous 
leap for a 13-year-old boy who 
preferred to express whatever 
he was feeling from behind the 
high walls of a character. “You 
realize that you can’t hide and 
you have to be more open and 
expressive of yourself,” he says. 
“Tt’s scary to look at it like that: 
A 13-year-old decided my life.” 
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| BREAKOUT | 


PATSEY / 12 YEARS A SLAVE 


With such formidable names as Chiwetel Ejiofor and 
Michael Fassbender on the call sheet, the set of 

12 Years a Slave could have been an intimidating place 
for a first-time actor. But newcomer Lupita Nyongo, 
who arrived at the movie's Louisiana plantation set only 
weeks after graduating from the Yale School of Drama, 
more than holds her own on screen. The 30-year-old 
Kenyan native earned a Golden Globe nod for playing 
Patsey, the favorite slave of sadistic owner Edwin Epps 
(Fassbender) who is so despondent she begs Ejiofor’s 
character, Solomon Northup, to end her life. 

Nyong’ plays the part with an honesty that aston- 
ished her seasoned costars. “I! was blown away by how 
new she was to it and how extraordinary and deep her 
performance is,” says Ejiofor. “When | watch the film, 
| get caught up with her on that journey.” For Nyong’o, 
replicating her first movie experience will be tough. 
“This film was one of the hardest things I've ever 
done,” she says. “But it was also one of the most joyful 


BEST FULL-TIME HOBBIT Martin Freeman 
BEST PART-TIME HOBBIT Stephen Colbert 


experiences of my life.” NICOLE SPERLING 


FRANCOIS DUHAMEL 


12 YEARS A SLAVE: JAAP BUITENDIJK; PRISONERS: WILSON WEBB; INSIDE LLEWYN DAVIS: ALISON ROSA; BEFORE MIDNIGHT: DESPINA SPYROU; ENOUGH SAID: LACEY TERRELL; FRUITVALE STATION: RACHEL MORRISON 


OUR CRITICS’ BEST MOVIES OF THE YEAR* 


BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 
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Paul Dano in#2-Years Slave 


12 YEARS A SLAVE 1 BEFORE MIDNIGHT 
Steve McQueen's agonizing The most honest and realistic relationship 
masterpiece shows us slavery in movie in years. 
allitsimadnessiarid terror, I arneestnensescersennctneenneesnensnsnrenenensessccnsnscnnessnaticyensans 
dasbbee Ree DESs sss Sane awesrestcowses shaseeOcaNsssTesseEsestawcesauaconees 4 GRAVITY 
2 AMERICAN HUSTLE A space odyssey alive with the awe- 
It's set in 1978, but David O. Russell's inspiring possibilities of cinema. 
swirling, bravura taleof acon man and eee etereeeseeeesereseeneeneesusneseuesenenecececeees 
the FBI has a dizzying contempo thrust. 12 YEARS A SLAVE 
sine su See oks Siva ioe venus vBWAseR IS Sptaw ads detelitteesie tees Oey The sickening true story of one excep- 
> BEFORE MIDNIGHT tional man. 
Aromance-turned-darkly revealing 90900) crrrerreerrerrrereeetereesceeseeesseeseseceessnesseenee 
relationship war. | FRUITVALE STATION 
dels d eae te VwaeeCer ews endenTas acer eesecssieeAetatsaseoteresduseoaueNesece Michael B. Jordan stuns in a true story 
| FRUITVALE STATION about the senseless killing of an innocent 
The powerful real-life drama of a young man. 
young African-American killed by 
a transit officer. 
GRAVITY 


A luminous daydream that puts us right 
up in space. 
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THE SMURFS 2: SONY PICTURES ANIMATION; THE COUNSELOR: KERRY BROWN 


OUR CRITICS’ 


BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


THE SMURFS 2 
As the heroes might say, “It’s a Smurf- 
tastrophe!” It’s also the most grating 
example yet of the most egregious movie 
trend of the past 20 years: plopping ani- 
mated heroes into a universe of abrasive 
live-action slapstick tedium. This one was 
Smurf-ifying! (Somebody stop me.) 
TRANCE 

Director Danny Boyle can be a colorful 

craftsman (127 Hours), but he can also be 

a shoot-the-works maestro of incoherent 

phantasmagorical trash. Boyle’s tale of an 

art thief ames McAvoy) who loses his 
memory and seeks out a hypnotherapist 
is a coma-inducing mash-up of reality and 
illusion: a bad dream you can’t wait to 
wake up from. 


James 
McAvoy 
in Trance 
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BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


MOVIES OF THE YEAR 


Tp 


Brad Pitt and Michael 
Fassbender in The Counselor 


THE COUNSELOR 

Has there ever been so much great 
talent put to such terrible use? Michael 
Fassbender, Brad Pitt, Penélope Cruz, 
Javier Bardem, and Cameron Diaz all 
seem equally lost. If you look close 
enough, the actors seem to be blinking 
“Help!” in Morse code. 


STRANDED 

From the director who gave us Battlefield 
Earth comes this Alien rip-off that looks 
like it was filmed at a JCPenney portrait 
studio. The acting’s so lame (even you, 
Christian Slater), it feels like late-night 
Canadian TV. 
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BEST SCENE 


BY CHRIS NASHAWATY 


Lili Taylor's 
First Scare in 
The Conjuring 


If you've already seen the delirious 
white-knuckle chiller The Conjuring, 
you know the scene I’m talking about. 
If you haven't, fasten your seat belt; 
it’s a honey. Lili Taylor plays a woman 
who's just moved into a haunted old 
farmhouse with her husband and five 
young daughters. The place is your 
typical horror-flick fixer-upper with 
creaky doors, eerie laughter, and 
things that go bump (and worse) in 
the night. While playing hide-and- 
seek with her girls, Taylor stumbles 
around blindfolded as they hint at 
their whereabouts by clapping. When 
she follows sinister noises into the 
creepy basement, the door locks 
behind her, the lightbulb blows out, 
and she pulls out a match. We know 
something is down there with her. 
Something evil. And just as her 
trembling hands manage to light the 
match, a pair of hands clap right 
behind her! I’m not giving anything 
away here—the scene was in the 
trailer—but sitting in the darkened 
theater, | was a sweating, squirming 
wreck. When the shocker came, 

| literally jumped into the lap of the 
guy sitting next to me. Maybe 

| should take this opportunity to 
apologize to him. 
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INT. CELLAR - SAWE TIME 


Carolyn painfully sits up, grabbing her aching body. 
Her eyes nervously scan the cellar. Stagnant. Quiet. 


The BOUNCY BALL rolls off the workbench on its own, and 
bounces across the floor. 


Carolyn can’t get out of there fast enough. As she 
Scrambles back up the stairs -- THE LIGHT BULB 
EXPLODES, PLUNGING THE CELLAR INTO DARKNESS! 


She wrestles with the door. It won't open. Only a 
Sliver of light slides in from underneath it. 


CAROLYN 
Someone open the door! 


WE HEAR HER HANDS FUMBLING ALONG THE SHELVES. Then, THE 
STRIKE OF A MATCH and we see Carolyn’s terrorized face. 


She tries the door again, but it won’t budge. She puts 
her shoulder into it -= no good. The match burns her 
finger. She drops it and the dark swallows her again. 


She strikes another match. THE STAIR CREAKS AND A 
GIGGLE SLITHERS OUT FROM BEHIND. She slowly turns, but 
whatever's there, is just outside her light’s reach. 
She extends her arm out with the match, then -- From 
the darkness -- A PAIR OF HANDS EWERGE AND CLAP —- 
EXTINGUISHING HER MATCH! CAROLYN SCREAMS AND POUNDS oN 
THE DOOR ~- 


CAROLYN 
ANDREA!! HELP WE!!! 


On the other side of the door, none of Carolyn’s 
desperation can be heard, there’s only silence. 


INT. ANDREA’S (18) ROOM - SAME TIME 


Andrea’s (18) back is to the armoire as she pulls 
the covers up around Cindy (10), then == 


Thump... thump... thump... 


| TAP:SCRIPT TO: ENLARGE 
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INT. CELLAR = SAME TIME 


Carolyn painfully sits up, grabbing her aching body. 
Her eyes nervously scan the cellar. Stagnant. Quiet. 


The BOUNCY BALL rolls off the workbench on its own, and 
bounces across the floor. 


Carolyn can’t get out of there fast enough. As she 
scrambles back up the stairs <= THE LIGHT BULB 
EXPLODES, PLUNGING THE CELLAR INTO DARKNESS! 


She wrestles with the door. It won’t open. Only a 
Sliver of light slides in from underneath it. 


CAROLYN 
Someone open the door! 


WE HEAR HER HANDS FUMBLING ALONG THE SHELVES. Then, THE 
STRIKE OF A MATCH and we see Carolyn’s terrorized face. 


She tries the door again, but it won't budge. She puts 
her shoulder into it == no good. The match burns her 
finger. She drops it and the dark swallows her again. 


She strikes another match. THE STAIR CREAKS AND A 
GIGGLE SLITHERS OUT FROM BEHIND. She slowly turns, but 
whatever's there, is just outside her light’s reach. 
She extends her arm out with the match, then == From 
the darkness -=- A PAIR OF HANDS EMERGE AND CLAP -- 
EXTINGUISHING HER MATCH! CAROLYN SCREAMS AND POUNDS ON 
THE DOOR <= 


CAROLYN 
ANDREA!! HELP WME!!! 


On the other side of the door, none of Carolyn’s 
desperation can be heard, there’s only silence. 


INT. ANDREA’S (18) ROOM - SAME TIME 


Andrea’s (18) back is to the armoire as she pulls 
the covers up around Cindy (10), then -- 


Thump... thump... thump... 


i 


Cameron Diaz Humps 
A Car in The Counselor 


Ay-yi-yi, where to begin? Not only was The Counselor 

the worst film | saw this year, it also contained a scene 

that was so painful to sit through, | felt embarrassed for 

a person making millions of dollars to be in it. Cameron NASHVILLE 

Diaz plays a gold-digging man-eater who tries to seduce 

her boyfriend Javier Bardem) by performing a strip- 

tease on top of his Ferrari. Actually, striptease is the 

wrong word. She basically has sex with the car. After 

slinking onto the hood on all fours, Diaz writhes spread- 

eagled on the windshield like a randy Romanian 

gymnast gunning for Olympic gold while Bardem looks 

on in numb horror. Afterward, a disgusted Bardem tells 

his lawyer (Michael Fassbender), “You see a thing like 

that, it changes you.” | know just how you feel, buddy. BIG: 25TH ANNIVER- 
SARY EDITION 


ARGO: 
THE DECLASSIFIED 
EXTENDED EDITION 


THE WIZARD OF OZ: 
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NASHVILLE: PARAMOUNT/KOBAL COLLECTION 


| BREAKOUT 


OSCAR GRANT III 
FRUITVALE STATION 


Actors get praised for having the “bravery” to portray 
famous historical figures, but it’s a heavier burden to 
embody a real person whom few know. Show only 
one aspect of a character and that is how history will 
remember him. So as Oscar Grant Ill, the victim of a 
2009 shooting by a transit cop, Michael B. Jordan, 26, 
carried the hopes and fears of Grant's family on his 
shoulders. He could have played the father/son/ex- 
con/pot dealer as sinner or saint. Instead, he chose to 
play him as neither. In a single grocery-store scene in 
Fruitvale Station, Jordan chats up his pal, flirts with a 
young woman, has a sweet phone call with his grand- 
mother, and then confronts his former boss with 
genuine menace. “Real people are like that,” Jordan 
says. “Flaws and all, that is who Oscar was. We 
wanted him to be truthful. To be able to play all those 
things, man, it’s why | do this.” Is that brave? Maybe. 
Star-making? Definitely. -SEAN SMITH 


BEST PERFORMANCE BY A FAMILY CAR The 1970 Buick station wagon in 
The Way, Way Back 


FRUITVALE STATION: RON KOEBERER; THE WAY, WAY BACK: CLAIRE FOLGER 
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AMY 
ADAMS 


SYDNEY PROSSER 
AMERICAN HUSTLE 


“David sees an aspect of my 
personality, a fierceness, that he 
wants to exploit,” Amy Adams, 39, 
says of David O. Russell, her American 
Hustle director. “| remember when we 
were doing The Fighter, he saw it and 
was like, ‘| want to figure out what 
that is.’” Well, figure it out he did. 
Sydney Prosser is the most ferocious 
creature the actress (who in 2013 also 
appeared in Man of Steel and Spike 
Jonze's Her) has ever portrayed. 

As partner and mistress to Irving 
Rosenfeld (Christian Bale), Sydney is 
a stripper-turned-con woman posing 
as a British aristocrat. She’s a master 
of keeping her emotions hidden— 
using clingy dresses and plunging 
necklines to distraction—but Adams 
allows us to see not just a hustler’s 
steely resolve but also her longing and 
sadness. When Sydney faces down 
Irvings loose cannon of a wife 
(Jennifer Lawrence) in an Atlantic 
City bathroom, it has the heightened 
tension of a prizefight, a spectacular 
showdown that ends with Lawrence 
planting a hostile kiss on Adams’ lips— 
an Adams suggestion. “David always 
said that Sydney was a weapon,” 

she says. And Adams has proved 
herself to be an expert sniper. 

—SARA VILKOMERSON 


ADAMS: JAN WELTERS/TRUNK ARCHIVE; AMERICAN HUSTLE: FRANCOIS DUHAMEL; COLBERT: RAY TAMARRA/FILMMAGIC.COM 


SPRING BREAKERS: MICHAEL MULLER; INSTRUCTIONS NOT INCLUDED: MARCIA PERSKIE 


GREAT 
MAAAAAAAAA 


JAMES FRANCO 


ALIEN / SPRING BREAKERS 


In Spring Breakers, James Franco makes you believe he is 
a marble-mouthed sleazoid-mystic who sprang fully 
formed from a pile of crumpled dollar bills and expired 
Oxycontin in the corner of a strip-club bathroom. And we 
mean that as a compliment. Franco, 35, so inhabited his 
role as the drug-dealing, conspicuously consuming Alien 
that even while filming, he says, people didn’t realize it 
was him. “I had the cornrows in and although the tattoos 
weren't real, I'd keep them on so we wouldn't have to redo 
them the next day,” he says. “I'd go back to the hotel and I'd 
forget [about them], thinking, ‘I’m just regular old James’ 
I'd walk down the hall and get really weird reactions, 
double takes and people moving to avoid me.” 

Even more impressive is the fact that the insanely 
memorable (and memorably insane) performance hit 
screens only a week after Franco headlined Oz the Great 
and Powerful. “It was pretty cool,” he says. “Oz was the 
number one movie in theaters, and Spring Breakers was 
the number one limited-release movie. Whatever cogni- 
tive friction was created by having the Disney girls in 
Spring Breakers was added to by me also being in a big 
Disney movie around the same time.” —KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


BOX OFFICE 


INSTRUCTIONS 
NOT INCLUDED 


IRON MAN 3 


ALLIS LOST: DANIEL DAZA; THE BIG WEDDING: BARRY WETCHER 
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ROBERT 
REDFORD 


OUR MAN / ALLIS LOST 


The beleaguered sailor in All Is 
Lost doesn’t have a name. The 
script refers to him simply as Our 
Man, which is everything you 
need to know about why writer- 
director J.C. Chandor needed 
Robert Redford to play him. With 
only a few lines of dialogue, the 
one-man show called for someone 
not simply famous but historically 
significant. Redford’s character is 


15 of 24> 


completely alone after his sail- 
boat begins to founder in the 
Indian Ocean, and our bond with 
Our Man is reinforced by the 
legend’s iconic roles in Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, The 
Way We Were, and The Natural. “T 
needed an actor who had a very 
deep relationship with an audi- 
ence to be able to pull that off,” 
says Chandor, “so that by the time 
you get there in the third act you 
are sort of projecting your own 
fears, your own desires, your own 
concerns about the world, and it 
really becomes an emotional 
experience.” Our Man fights and 
fights and fights—until he cannot. 
When that famous face ticks from 
grim determination to weary 
surrender and Our Man finally 
unleashes the most exasperated, 
most justified F-bomb in movie 
history, you half expect Mother 
Nature and Murphy’s Law to 
retreat. It’s a truly courageous 
performance for anyone, much 
less a 77-year-old actor whose 
last—and only!—Oscar nomina- 
tion for acting was 40 years ago. 
Whether Redford gets another 
one now, no one who sees Ail Is 
Lost will ever mistake him for just 
a pretty face. JEFF LABRECQUE 


eT) 


FRANCOIS DUHAMEL 
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BEST SCENE 


BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


12 Years a 
Slave’s Fearsome 
Face-off 


It’s the most tightly wired dramatic 
confrontation in a movie full of them. 
Edwin Epps (Michael Fassbender), 


EXT. MASTER EPPS’S PLANTATION/SLAVE SHACK - CONTINUOUS 


Solomon comes out into the dark. Nearly hidden in the 


the plantation owner who isalsoa shadows is a bitter Epps. Despite the lack of light, 
wily manipulator of racial animosity ico palcgniepess is sa clear. His whip attached to 
‘ A S + As he speaks, stokes 3 wi Swi 
(his own and that of his slaves), a FLASK. e ss Mao iia eat cn Wet 
accuses Solomon Northup (Chiwetel Epps puts his arm around Solomon, as if consoling a 
Ejiofor) of trying to sneak a letter up friend, and guides him into the woods. 
north by smuggling it out with one P EPPS 
i , Well, boy. is 
of the plantation’s workers. To save aos GAS eeu orate bel ad 
himself, Solomon must concoct an white fellows to mail ‘en. 
intricate spur-of-the-moment lie, Solomon, hardly missing a beat, plays this off. 
which Ejiofor enacts with a courage EPPS (CONT’D) 
D ; A Well, Armsby tol’ me today the devil was 
and terror that's quietly breathtaking. ny n Ss. That I had Bae et eaeeone 
The tension is amazingly sustained. watchin’ or he would run away. When I axed him 
Yet it also quivers with meaning why, “ said you come over to him and waked him 
3 Be up in the middle of the night and wanted him to 
The way Edwin holds Solomon's carry a letter to Marksville. What have yah got 
: ‘aeeeey 
face next to his, he seems to be See cd 
. “ ing : SOLOMON 
ae roo et et . ical All I have to say, master, is all that need be 
etector! et wna eir p ysica said. There is no truth in it. 
closeness really expresses is the EPPS 
intimacy—the inner equality—of Ay 
slaves and their “masters.” Edwin see Set Desite wae ae 
4 We we etter without ink 
knows, deep down, that Solomon is paper? There is nobody I want to write te 
his equal, which is why he has to ge I hain’t got no friends living as I know 
z + That Armsby is a lying drunken fellow. You 
work so hard to deny it. And Solomon know this, just as you know that I am constant 
knows this too, which is why he Fen Oo Ee cee AT Ys 
; jy is after, plain enough. Didn't he want 
must work even harder. No scene in you to hire hin for an overseer? 


American movies has caught that 
duel of racial deception, booby- a 


trapped with the threat of violence, : 
the way this one does. ETAP SCRIPT TC ENLARGE 
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Patti Smith Makes 
Her Debut in CBGB 


When a film is as tooth 


the famous punk clu 


ess and fake as CB 
pik 


the most cringe-inducingly bogus scene in 


movie. It’s early in the c 


named Patti Smith ( 
brandishing her scru 
snippet of Rimbaud, 
How bohemian!” sor 


ickey Sumner) has c 
fy scowl. She starts o 
which is a bit embarra 
of way. And then she 


ub’s heyday, and a new si 
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THE LONE RANGER 


inga 


na “Look! 


msa 


song. Does she do “Gloria”? “Horses”? No, she launches 
into the studio rendi 
Top 40 crossover hit 
Springsteen and did 
after she made her debut at CBGB. It’s like seeing 
spirit of punk sell ou 


10 


before it’s born. 


n of “Because the Ni 
that Smith composed with Bruce 
ndeed release...in 1978. Three years 


ght,” 


€ poppy 


the 


JACK THE 
GIANT SLAYER 
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CBGB: BEAU GIANN; THE LONE RANGER: PETER MOUNTAIN 
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JAREDLETO 


RAYON / DALLAS BUYERS CLUB 


It’s easy to dwell on the headlines 
surrounding Jared Leto’s perfor- 
mance in Dallas Buyers Club. Yes, he 
lost more than 30 pounds to play 


Rayon, the drug-addicted, HIV- 
positive transgender woman 

who becomes an unlikely partner 
with Matthew McConaughey’s 
homophobic AIDS patient ina 1980s 
meds-smuggling operation. Yes, he 
playfully hit on director Jean-Marc 
Vallée while in character during their 
first meeting, and yes, he never 
stepped out of character until the 
film wrapped. But Leto’s most 
powerful moment in the movie is 
the scene in which Rayon dresses up 
as aman. Wearing a dark suit that 
hangs on her skeletal frame, eschew- 
ing makeup and a wig in order to 
pacify Rayon’s conservative father, 
Leto captures all the hurt and heart 
that simmers just beneath the 
surface. Rayon wears that suit like 
the fabric is burning her skin. “A lot of 
times this part had been covered in a 
way that was more campy or over- 
the-top,” says Leto. “I wanted to 
bring a real person to the screen.” For 
the 41-year-old, it was a career- 
reviving opportunity, his first movie 
after more than five years of touring 
with his band, Thirty Seconds to 
Mars. That he was so committed was 
no surprise to those who remember 
his weight transformations for 
Requiem for a Dream and Chapter 27, 
for which he gained 60 pounds. But 
that doesn’t mean he's eager to suffer 
again for another role. “Can't | just 
grow a beard?” he says with a grin. 
—JEFF LABRECQUE 


BEST PERFORMANCE BY A WIG ON SANDRA BULLOCK Sandra's wig 
in Gravity SECOND-BEST PERFORMANCE BY A WIG ON SANDRA 
BULLOCK Sandra's wig in The Heat 


DALLAS BUYERS CLUB: ANNE MARIE FOX; THE HEAT: GEMMA LA MANA 


THOMPSON: FRANCOIS DUHAMEL; YOU'RE NEXT: EVERETT COLLECTION 


EMMA THOMPSON 


P.L. TRAVERS / SAVING MR. BANKS 


There's no denying the rough edges of P.L. Travers, the 
author of Mary Poppins, who died at age 96 in 1996. 
Fearsome and sharp-tongued, she tried to wrest control 
of the 1964 Mary Poppins film from Walt Disney—a 
rousing battle brought to the big screen in Saving 

Mr. Banks, costarring Tom Hanks as Uncle Walt. She 
even enshrined her sourness by insisting that her 
conversations at the House of Mouse be taped for 
posterity. (Stick around for the movie's end credits and 
you'll get to hear some original recordings of Travers 
bossing around the Disney gang.) 

But instead of making her character come off as a 
monster, Emma Thompson, 54, lets us see how pain from 
the distant past—like Travers’ losing her father at a young 
age—can harden a heart. 

“She thought [Disney] was taking [Mary Poppins] 
away and would turn her into some dreadful, chirping 
cheery person,” says Thompson, who earned a Golden 
Globe nomination for the role. “The Disney version of 
her story was anathema to her. It was, as far as she was 
concerned, sentimentalized and sugary. Famously, she 
went up to Walt Disney on the night of the premiere and 
said, ‘Well, we've got a lot of work to do’ And he said, ‘The 
boat’s sailed, Pam!’” —ANTHONY BREZNICAN 


YOU’RE NEXT 


GRAVITY 


PRISONERS 
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KING: MARC ANDREW DELEY/GETTY IMAGES 


| SAW THIS YEAR 


10 Loosely adapted from 
Flashfire by Richard Stark 
(Donald E. Westlake’s most 
famous pen name), this is an 


THE BEST MOVIES 


action movie with a clarity of 
plot few 2013 actioners could 
match. Granted, the opening 
salvo—which features a 


Illustration by KAGAN McLEOD 


state-fair robbery that goes 
spectacularly off the rails—is 
the best part, but Taylor Hack- 
ford is a pro and Jason Statham 
was born to play Parker. It’s not 
in a class with Point Blank, but 
it’s still a kick-ass caper. 

9 The movie is 
French but could only have been 
set in the storm front that is 
Israel and Palestine. The Mac- 
Guffin involves two babies 
switched at birth: The Jewish 
baby grows up thinking he’s 


Palestinian; the Palestinian 
baby grows up thinking he’s 
Jewish. By the time the mistake 
is discovered, the boys are teens. 
Watching two families grope 
their way toward acceptance is 
wrenching but uplifting. 


8 Terrorists 
blew the hell out of 1600 Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue twice this year. 
Neither film will be up for an 
Oscar, but this one was enlivened 
by a sense of humor that puts it 
in the Die Hard category. As 


MERRICK MORTON 
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Manohla Dargis observed in her 
New York Times review, “Nothing 
says summer studio fun like 
annihilating violence.” 

7 Mama From its creepy-to-the- 
nth-degree prologue to its 
operatic finale, Mama held me 
spellbound. Jessica Chastain is 
perfect as the punky girlfriend 
who discovers a sliver of 
maternal instinct, and Game of 
Thrones’ Nikolaj Coster-Waldau 
shows he’s more than a sword- 
wielding pretty face. What made 
the movie for me was the nerve- 
jangling opening where Father 
has returned home from a 
murderous rampage to kill his 
daughters. You only see a drop 
of blood (on his shirt), but it’s 
more effective than the buckets 
splashed around in your typical 
slasher film. 

6 Prisoners You have to see it twice 
to be sure the plot makes sense 
(it does), but the premise is 
brutally clear: Two little girls 
have been kidnapped, possibly by 
the weirdo who's been driving an 
old camper van around a subur- 
ban neighborhood. The dads 
(Hugh Jackman and Terrence 
Howard) will do whatever it takes 
to get their daughters back. The 
violence stemming from that 
determination is hard to watch 
but all too easy to understand. 


5 The Impossible We can agree 
that this story of a vacationing 
family smashed apart by the 
tsunami that struck the Indian 
Ocean in 2004 is guilty of using 
the suffering of the native popu- 
lation as a kind of backdrop— 
not cool. But the performance 
of Naomi Watts as a mother 
determined to keep her family 
together through all the devas- 
tation is astonishing, and only 
outdone by that of Tom Holland 
as her older son, Lucas. The 
shots of the tsunami as it roars 
in, laying waste to puny human 
things, are shockingly realistic. 

4Blue Jasmine Woody Allen's best, 
most deeply felt film, from its 
opening, where we find Cate 
Blanchett’s Jasmine sucking up 
booze on an airplane, to the final 
moments, where we see her 
sitting alone on a bench, proba- 
bly on her way to bag-ladydom. 
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Cate Blanchett in 
Blue Jasmine 


This is a triumph for Blanchett— 
and before moving on, Uncle 
Stevie must tip his Red Sox cap 
to Andrew Dice Clay as the 
long-suffering ex-husband of 
Jasmine’s sister, Ginger. 

3 Matthew McConaughey is 
one of our most gifted actors, but 
he’s rarely been better than he is 
here, playing a charming fugitive 
with a girlfriend problem (said 
girlfriend is played by Reese 
Witherspoon, in a small but 
charmingly slutty role). When 
two boys discover Mud living ina 
boat up a tree, they embark on an 
odyssey from innocence to expe- 
rience. It’s an oft-told tale, sure, 
but traced here with winning 
simplicity and a real feel for the 
American South. 

2 : You know the 
story: Three Arkansas adoles- 
cents with long hair and bad 


attitudes were convicted of the 


murder of three boys. After a 
protracted struggle, they were 
freed in a bizarre deal that 
allowed them to walk while the 
state of Arkansas could contin- 
ue to call them guilty. This 
145-minute documentary—by 
turns exhausting, exhilarating, 
and enraging—exemplifies the 
power of film to change lives and 
beliefs. It’s a power that must be 
used wisely, and in director Amy 
Berg’s hands, it is. 


GRAVITY 
Alfonso Cuar6n has created a visual masterpiece, 
and Sandra Bullock electrifies as cast-adrift 
astronaut Dr. Ryan Stone. The suspense is 
unrelenting and the weightless sequences are 
amazing, but for me the most beautiful scene 
in the movie was also the quietest, as Stone 
removes her bulky space suit and emerges— 
slowly, dreamily—like Venus out of the sea. 
This is a film people will still be watching, 
enjoying, and imitating 30 years from now. 


BLUE JASMINE: JESSICA MIGLIO; THE WORLD’S END: LAURIE SPARHAM; GROWN UPS 2: TRACY BENNETT 
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100% att white meat goodness. 


(Available in our convenient travel size.) 


Warm, wholesome and made with 100% 

all white meat chicken, it’s perfectly sized for 

life on the go. Learn more at TysonToGo.com. = 
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GREAT PERFORMANCES 
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THE GOOD- GREAT AMAZING 


ABSOLUTELY 
INCREDIBLE WIFE 


The Good Wife has it all—intrigue, tension, and huge buzz— 
in its reinvigorated fifth season. 


BY LYNETTE RICE 


OMETIMES A 

thorough desk 

cleaning can 

make all the 

difference. Just 
ask the cast and crew of The 
Good Wife. In the season’s fifth 
episode (aptly titled “Hitting the 
Fan”), Will (Josh Charles) sweeps 
Alicia’s (Julianna Margulies) 
desktop in a fit of rage over her 
decision to leave Lockhart/ 
Gardner. In that moment, the 
CBS legal drama went from a 
quiet gem to a breathtaking 
tale about betrayal, ambition, 
and revenge—an extraordinary 


accomplishment for a show that 
just aired its 100th episode. 
Unless youre talking about an 
envelope-pushing series that 
focuses on a cancer-riddled 
meth lord, it’s almost unprece- 
dented for a drama to explode 
in its fifth season. But if not for 
those first four years—when 
husband-and-wife executive- 
producing team Robert and 
Michelle King introduced view- 
ers to a wronged woman, her 
philandering husband Peter 
(Chris Noth), and the law firm 
that gave her a fresh start—the 
show’s nearly 12 million fans 
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would never have been able to 
experience such a sensational 
breakthrough. “We layered 
those relationships over time,” 
says Christine Baranski, who is 
superb as Diane Lockhart, now 
another one of Alicia’s nemeses. 
“There is a complicated history 
with all of them, so when it hits 
the fan, it was genuinely shock- 
ing. There is something in our 
culture, in our entertainment, 
where we want fast payoffs. 
What this show has proven is 
that if you lay the groundwork 
carefully with intelligence and 
complexity, when things really 
do happen—it has a tremendous 


impact. It’s like breaking up a 
long marriage.” 

Remarkably, the Kings say 
they didn’t originally set out to 
revitalize their sinewy series 
with “Hitting the Fan.” True, 
the season 4 cliff-hanger set 
up an inevitable showdown 
when Alicia told her colleague 
Cary (Matt Czuchry) that she 
wanted to leave Will and Diane’s 
firm with him and start a new 
law practice called Florrick/ 
Agos. But it wasn’t until the 
Kings saw the footage for 
“Hitting the Fan” that they 
appreciated how much of a sea 
change they’d created. “We are 
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(From left) Christine Baranski, Josh Charles, 
Julianna Margulies, and Matt Czuchry 
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(From left) Christine Baranski, Josh Charles, 
Julianna Margulies, and Matt Czuchry 
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always working three to four 
scripts ahead in the writers’ 
room,” says Robert. “When we 
saw the tail of the tiger we had 
grabbed, we realized that it was 
much bigger than the episodes 
were allowing.” Referencing 
another rebirth, he adds: “It 
needed to be this B.c. and A.D. 
thing...before the fifth episode 
and after,” so they ended up 
rewriting subsequent episodes. 
The impact of the fifth hour 
“didn’t register for me until I 
got phone calls from very nice 
execs at CBS who we don’t typi- 
cally hear from,” adds Michelle. 
“They'd call to say, ‘Wow, we 
just saw the episode and loved 
it’” Fans agreed: Viewership is 
up 6 percent this season. 

The Kings’ attention to the 
emotional fallout has resulted in 
the most serialized season of 
The Good Wife ever—something 
that almost never happens on 
the network’s procedural-heavy 
schedule. “CBS does have its 
own design, but cable has 
encouraged networks to get 
even more darkly serialized,” 
says Robert. It’s certainly invig- 
orated the cast, who delight in 
how all the private turmoil has 


colored what happens in the 
courtroom. “I love the film-noir 
quality of ‘The Decision Tree,” 
says Margulies of the Dec. 1 epi- 
sode, where some sexy pillow 
talk between Alicia and Will 
became a key piece of evidence 
ina case about a dead man’s will. 
“Tt was very surreal. You don’t 
see that kind of thing on TV or 
film anymore.” 

Charles, meanwhile, is explor- 
ing a rather shameless side to 
his alter ego: a new tattoo anda 


Baranski and 
Gary Cole 


BEST NEW POLICE OFFICERS (ONLY ONE OF WHOM WE’D TRUST 


TO PROTECT US) Andy Samberg and Andre Braugher on Brooklyn Nine-Nine 


BRAZILE AND NOTH: CBS 


superficial attachment to a care- 
free young blonde named Isabel, 
played by Hannah Sorenson. “It 
taps into the way he reacts to 
hearing about Alicia and Cary. 
He doesn’t go into a cave and 
drink himself into a stupor. 
Maybe there is a shallowness to 
most of his relationships, with 
the exception of how he feels 
about Alicia,” Charles says. 
Czuchry’s just thrilled about 
what this season has meant for 
the Kings, who recently earned 
best-series nominations from 
the Golden Globes and the Writ- 
ers Guild. The show was also 
named one of the American 
Film Institute’s top 10 TV shows 
of 2013. “It’s a very rare thing to 
have this kind of response,” 


Czuchry says. “From an inside 
perspective, when you read an 
episode like ‘Hitting the Fan, 
you're excited. The Kings have 
reached a standard, so [as an 
actor] you want to get to that 
standard.” 

And they won't stop reaching 
anytime soon, especially when it 
comes to resolving the most 
delicious part of the journey— 
whether Alicia and Will will 
ever fully commit to each other. 
(Insiders talk of a major game- 
changing episode in March, 
but the creators are mum, 
other than Michelle promising, 
“There’ll be no cruise ship 
sinking.”) So keep hope alive, 
Wilicias! Or is it Aliciwils? 
“Clearly this is a woman who is 


committed to her husband, but 
that doesn’t mean the candle 
isn’t burning as hot,” reassures 
Robert. “It’s a conflagration. You 
can’t discount how that heat 
can translate.” Nor can anyone 
predict where viewer passion 
may lie: One of the show’s crown- 
ing achievements is how fan 
devotion to Peter-Alicia and 
Will-Alicia can turn on a dime. 
“You feel a big split on that, 
which I find fascinating,” says 
Margulies. “I was on a talk show 


that took a poll on what the 
audience would want. Will won 
out by 68 percent to 32 percent. 
With any given episode it can 
change to them wanting Alicia 
together with Peter.” So what’s 
it gonna be, counselor? “Ulti- 
mately, what the audience really 
wants is for Alicia to find some 
happiness,” Margulies says. “I 
just don’t know if that will 
happen anytime soon.” That’s a 
bummer for Alicia—but great 
news for us. 
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OUR CRITICS’ TV SHOWS OF THE YEAR* 


BY MELISSA MAERZ BY JEFF JENSEN 


Bea : 
i | Bryan Cranston 
on/Breaking Bad 


1 BREAKING BAD amc 1 AMERICAN HORROR STORY Fx 
Not since Walt first flashed his Grand Guignol with grand dames and 
tighty-whities has Cranston shown grand themes. 


such vulnerability. PTI TITTITILITI TTI TTT TTL TTL TREE ete) 
idbidaisetoris Womaueawan salwar vans senaaehbvencen asus sevaseeseveasseees vesbune 2 TIME OF DEATH SHOWTIME 
2 ENLIGHTENED ns0 Unbearable, yet always profoundly 
It made us root for an annoying but enriching. 
relatable human. nS Saeeeenecensegesecesacceuscccesecesseccsscopenceseaccescescencesncesese 
seneseseeceserecssenseserseeteeverssessensencenettenecsseeneoecoseoeetss 3 ORPHAN BLACK ssc AMERICA 
3 GAME OF THRONES nso Tatiana Maslany shines many times over 
The suspense played out like the on this clone saga. 


bestchessmatch even testrattattettsttettetrettetteeetteetreeteteteteseetteteeseeteeteees 
4 PARKS AND RECREATION nec 


The most colorful assortment of comic 
characters outside of The Simpsons. 


5 BREAKING BAD amc 
Masterful neo-noir, anchored by a 
peerless Cranston. 


6 ORANGE IS THE NEW BLACK nerFLix 
The best Netflix binge-watch of the year. 


7 MAD MEN amc 


SCROLL AY SCROLL AW 


BREAKING BAD: URSULA COYOTE/AMC; AMERICAN HORROR STORY: COVEN: MICHELE K. SHORT/FX; HOUSE OF CARDS: MELINDA SUE GORDON/NETFLIX; 
ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT: ADAM TAYLOR/NETFLIX; THE RETURNED: JEAN CLAUDE LOTHER/SUNDANCE; GAME OF THRONES: HELEN SLOAN/HBO 


*THIS IS AN EXCERPT FROM OUR CRITICS’ TOP 10 LISTS THAT PREVIOUSLY APPEARED IN EnTerTAINMENT WEEKLY 
TO READ THE FULL LISTS, PICK UP OUR DEC. 13 ISSUE OR GO TO EW.COM/BESTOF2013. 
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OUR CRITICS’ WORST TV OF THE YEAR 


5 WORST SHOWS 
BY MELISSA MAERZ 


5 WORST SHOWS 


BY JEFF JENSEN 


NEW GIRL: ADAM TAYLOR/FOX; BIG BROTHER: MONTY BRINTON/CBS; DA VINCI'S DEMONS: STARZ ENTERTAINMENT, LLC; DADS: JENNIFER CLASEN/FOX 


Jake Johnson and 
Zooey Deschanel 
on New Girl 


1 NEW GIRL Fox 


Nick Jake Johnson) and Jess (Zooey 
Deschanel) hook up! World rejoices! Nick 
and Jess spend the next season making 
flirtatious baby-sloth eyes at each other 
(even though they seem too childlike to 
have actual sex) and hanging out with 
annoying roommates who are ALWAYS 
YELLING! World prays for Winston's 

cat, who's trapped there with these 
insufferable people. 


THE REAL WORLD: PORTLAND mtv 
Remember when you could get kicked 
out of the house for eating peanut butter 
from the jar? (C'mon, Puck!) Well, this 
season Nia punched Johnny 10 times in 
the head while the cameramen stood by 
and filmed. Stay true to your roots as a 
groundbreaking documentary series, 
Real World. 


IRONSIDE nec 
Who wanted a remake of Raymond Burr’s 
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aryn Gries and 
Julie Chen’on 
Big Brother 


1 BIG BROTHER Finale cas 


This year’s affably asinine shut-ins 
included some alarmingly retrograde 
morons whose bigoted comments yielded 
buzz and ratings for CBS. The finale owed 
us a direct confrontation and thoughtful 
conversation with its offending contes- 
tants about their offending speech. Nope. 
Pretty much glossed right over it. Way 

to be the change we need to see in 

the world, Big Media! 


DA VINCI'S DEMONS starz 

Cool high-concept premise: inventor- 
artiste Leonardo as sexy-tormented 
Renaissance-era superhero. Yet what 
promised to be smart and randy period 
pulp was poorly served by chintzy produc- 
tion values, spotty acting, and timid Big 
Saga storytelling. Perhaps season 2 can 
crack Da Vinci's creative code. 
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Steven Michael 
Quezada and 
Dean Norris on 
Breaking Bad 


BEST TV EPISODES OF 2013 


BREAKING BAD 


It began with a flashback to more innocent times that contained 
Walt’s (Bryan Cranston) first lie. Next, it bore witness to Hank's 
(Dean Norris) last stand (‘My name is ASAC Schrader and you 
can go f--- yourself!”) and Walt’s frigid-blooded handoff of Jesse 

(Aaron Paul) to the neo-Nazis. And then “Ozymandias” delivered a 
thoroughly devastating chapter in the saga of chemistry teacher- 
turned-drug lord-turned-desperate man Walter White, one in 
which his family—plus a large chunk of his blood money—slipped 
out of his vicious grasp forever. That knockdown, knives-out fight 


ed 


with wife Skyler (Anna Gunn). That rejection by once true-believing 
son Walt Jr. (RJ Mitte). That brutal yet layered call to Skyler ona 
presumably tapped line intended to distance her from his meth 
mess. “Ozymandias” resonates as a gripping hour of heartbreak 
and consequences, if not the finest installment of TV's Baddest and 
boldest drama. —DAN SNIERSON 


URSULA COYOTE/AMC 


DAVID M. RUSSELL/CBS 


2Ga 

HBO, SEASON 3, EPISODE 9 

We’ve seen plenty of TV charac- 
ters perish. Yet we’ve perhaps 
never before witnessed a 
sequence that unleashed so 
much creeping terror, then vis- 
ceral shock, then existential 
dread. Lord Frey’s (David Brad- 
ley) betrayal of Robb Stark 
(Richard Madden) at his uncle’s 
nuptials left viewers shattered— 
even those who knew this 
horrific twist was coming from 
George R.R. Martin’s A Song of 
Ice and Fire novels. The hour 
is cagily titled “The Rains of 
Castamere,” yet instantly it 
became known by another name: 
The Red Wedding. —JAMES HIBBERD 


CBS, SEASON 5, EPISODE 5 

An action-packed, pulse- 
pounding hour, and not a mad 
terrorist or marauding zombie 
in sight. Watching Will (Josh 
Charles) and Diane (Christine 
Baranski) fire Alicia (Julianna 
Margulies) and Cary (Matt 
Czuchry) for plotting to start 
their own law firm—and then 
war over client Chumhum 
(Wife’s stand-in for Google)— 
made for thrilling drama. Great 
writing and great acting 
combined to invest you in both 


sides and want the impossible: 
for everyone to win. “Hitting 
the Fan” floored its own fans 
with something equally incred- 
ible: a fifth-year show fielding 
its best-ever stuff. —JEFF JENSEN 


FX, SEASON 2, EPISODE 13 

The audacious anthology’s 
second-season capper was a 
gore-lite, emotionally rich fan- 
tasia about the aftermath of 
60s America and the power— 
and limits—of family and 
redemption. You didn’t need to 
see the 12 episodes that pre- 
ceded it to appreciate director 
Alfonso Gomez-Rejon’s dynamic 
storytelling; Tim Minear’s deep, 
tough, narratively daring script; 
and the stellar performances. 


VEEP: LACEY TERRELL/HBO; 30 ROCK: ALI GOLDSTEIN/NBC 


BEST + WORST 2013 


Jessica Lange’s deathbed 
scene. Sarah Paulson’s bril- 
liantly hard alterna-world 
Barbara Walters, and her 
staggering final act of violence. 
A masterpiece. —JEFF JENSEN 


Julia Louis-Dreyfus and 
Sally Phillips on Veep 


5 Veep, “Helsinki” 

HBO, SEASON 2, EPISODE 5 

Maybe it’s just that everything’s 
funnier in a Finnish accent. 
But when VP Selina Meyer 
(Julia Louis-Dreyfus) visits the 
stone-faced prime minister of 
Finland (Sally Phillips) to 
exchange ridiculous gifts (that 
Angry Birds clock!) and gets 
felt up by the First Husband 
(Dave Foley), it’s the best satire 
on American diplomacy since 
the “Texts From Hillary” 
meme. —MELISSA MAERZ 


6 Orange Is the New Black 

“WAC Pack” 

Netflix, SEASON 1, EPISODE 6 
Nothing else on TV tackled race 
and class with the honesty of 
this episode, which should be 
subtitled “Tell Us How You 
Really Feel, Ladies.” Between 
Piper’s mother (Deborah Rush) 
insisting that debutantes don’t 
go to jail and the prisoners’ caf- 
eteria real talk (blacks can’t 
float, Hispanics have more kids 
than the Irish, whites don’t make 
noise during sex), it was all kinds 
of wrong—and hilarious and 
true to the way stereotypes 
work. When you don’t have the 
luxury of crying about injustice, 
you laugh. —MELISSA MAERZ 
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Taylor Schilling 
on Orange Is 
the New Black 


BEST SERIES FINALE INVOLVING FUTURISTIC CARS, BOOB-FLASHING, 


AND IMMORTALITY 30 Rock 
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7 The Americans 

“Trust Me” 

FX, SEASON 1, EPISODE 6 

Soviet spies Elizabeth (Keri 
Russell) and Philip (Matthew 
Rhys), masquerading as happily 
married suburbanites in ’80s- 
era America, suffer a bruising 
Mother Russia loyalty check, 
which bleeds into a test of their 
increasingly sincere, inconve- 
niently real love. Meanwhile, 
their kids accept a ride from a 
predator in a chilly tale that 
plays like a stranger-danger 
myth. “Trust Me” was a proof- 
of-concept showcase for this 
smart, ironic gem about cold 
wars and homeland insecurities. 


couple Liam (Toby Kebbell) and 
Ffion (Jodie Whittaker) record 
their memories with a microchip 
implanted in their heads, but 
replaying the past for each other 
ultimately destroys their rela- 
tionship. It’s a brilliant post- 
apocalyptic O. Henry story, but 
in the age of Instagram, it’s also 
frighteningly timely. Now that 
we care more about sharing 
memories than experiencing 
them, this isn’t a sci-fi fantasy. 
It’sjust like real life. MELISSA MAERZ 
9 Scandal 

“White Hat’s Back On” 

ABC, SEASON 2, EPISODE 22 

A breakneck, don’t-you-dare- 
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A a 7 Kerr 
—JEFF JENSEN DVR-it-’cause-Twitter-is- Waebinaten 
spoiling-it-in-real-time episode: on Scandal 


8 Black Mirror 

“The Entire History of You” 

DirecTV, SEASON 1, EPISODE 3 

This U.K. import (it aired in Brit- 
ain in 2011) feels like a modern- 
day Twilight Zone: Married 


WORST CONSPIRACY THEORY, PART 1 Megan from Mad Men represents 
Sharon Tate and is going to be murdered 


BLACK MIRROR: DIRECTV; SCANDAL: RICHARD CARTWRIGHT/ABC/GETTY IMAGES; MAD MEN: MICHAEL YARISH/AMC 


INSIDE AMY SCHUMER: COMEDY CENTRAL; THE BLACKLIST: WILL HART/NBC 
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Olivia (Kerry Washington) 
rebuffs Fitz (Tony Goldwyn), 
who returns, genuflecting, to 
First Lady Mellie (Bellamy 
Young) and her hair (Bellamy 
Young’s wig). Jake (Scott Foley) 
saves Olivia from an assassin, 
gets a kiss out of it, but ends the 
episode in a B613 ditch. David 
(Joshua Malina) leverages the 
Cytron card for a job as D.C’s 
US. Attorney, and the card itself 
is destroyed. All seems okay in 
Liv’s world until she exits her 
apartment to find a slew of 
paparazzi who have been tipped 
off that she’s the president’s 
mistress. Two men usher her 
into a limo and, like Luke Sky- 
walker and Sydney Bristow 
before her, Liv comes face-to- 
face with a very bad parent: 
“Dad?” —HENRY GOLDBLATT 

10 (tie) Inside Amy Schumer 

“Real Sext” and The Mindy Project 
“You've Got Sext” 

SCHUMER: Comedy Central, 

SEASON 1, EPISODE 2 

MINDY: Fox, SEASON 2, EPISODE 8 
Amy Schumer, speaker of lady 
truths, nailed what women really 
want out of sexting in “Real 
Sext.” Dressed in a tragic cat 


shirt, she responds to a come-on 
about what she wants with “Tell 
me what all my remotes do?” 
Meanwhile, in “You’ve Got Sext” 
(written by Mindy Kaling), Peter 
(Adam Pally) and Morgan (Ike 
Barinholtz) use Mindy’s phone 
to sext a guy she’s interested in, 
telling him she’s wearing “a 
tasteful cardigan, corduroy 
slacks, and a breast cancer 
awareness pin. And no panties.” 
As if Mindy would wear slacks. 
—JESSICA SHAW 
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Amy Schumer 
on Inside 
Amy Schumer 


WORST CONSPIRACY THEORY, PART 2 Red from The Blacklist is 


Agent Keen's dad 


MISON: MICHAEL LAVINE/FOX; MASTERS OF SEX: MICHAEL DESMOND/SHOWTIME; BROOKLYN NINE-NINE: MARY ELLEN MATTHEWS/FOX; DUCK DYNASTY: ART STREIBER 


| BREAKOUT | 


ICHABOD CRANE / SLEEPY HOLLOW 


Attention, residents of Wilmington, N.C: There's a 
stealth star in your midst. His name is Tom Mison, and 
he plays Ichabod Crane on Fox’s North Carolina-shot 
surprise hit Sleepy Hollow. But when Mison removes 
Crane's trademark coat and scraggly hair (that’s right, 
it's a wig), something curious happens: “No one recog- 
nizes me,” he laughs. Mison has even had the surreal 
experience of overhearing two locals discuss Sleepy 
Hollow in a bar...blissfully unaware that the show's 
headliner was sitting mere feet away. (Thankfully, 
“they were saying nice things.”) Perhaps Mison, 31, 
should enjoy the anonymity while it lasts. He has 
ambitious plans for Sleepy’s hiatus in early 2014 (the 
show won't return till next fall), including possible film 
work—maybe even a role that'll let him show off his 
vocal dexterity. Explains Mison: “It’s become very 
important for all of us [British actors] to have a good 
grasp of an American accent—especially as we keep 
stealing American actors’ jobs.” HILLARY BUSIS 


1 VIRGINIA JOHNSON 
Masters of Sex 
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2 CAPT. RAY HOLT 
Brooklyn Nine-Nine 
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ALLISON 
JANNEY 


BONNIE /MOM & MARGARET 
SCULLY / MASTERS OF SEX 


Allison Janney didn’t begin 
this year expecting to rule the 
world—or at least TV. But after 
she booked a high-profile gig as 
Anna Faris’ recovering-alcoholic 
parent Bonnie on Mom, a call 
came in from Showtime that her 
services were needed to play 
the lonely wife of a gay provost 
on Masters of Sex. Suddenly, 
the 54-year-old actress, who 
costarred as a merry divorcée 
(coincidentally a boozehound as 
well) in this year’s comedy 
confection The Way, Way Back, 
was about to embark on one of 
the best years of her career. “It 
was a wonderful confluence of 
events,” says the actress, who 
also did an episode of HBO’s 
Veep earlier this year. 

Best known for her Emmy- 
winning role as press secretary 
C.J. Cregg on The West Wing, 
Janney had an easy transition 
to the CBS comedy—mostly 
because of co-creator Chuck 
Lorre. “After The West Wing, I 


had a development deal with 
him, so we had quite a few 
dinners. I’ve always felt very 
comfortable around him.” 

The Sex-y role, however, shook 
her up a bit, especially once she 
found out that her character, 
Margaret Scully, would have an 
affair with a libidinous younger 
doctor. “I was terrified about the 
nudity part. It was like, Are you 
kidding me? Do you know how 
old I am? But I had lost some 
weight and was working out a lot, 
so this is as good as I’m gonna 
feel about my body. So I might as 
well be brave.” -LYNETTE RICE 
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On Mom; with 
Beau Bridges on 
Masters of Sex 
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Kate McKinnon & Cecily Strong 


CAST MEMBERS 
SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE 


Even die-hard Saturday 
Night Live fans might 
have trouble telling the 
show's six new cast 
members apart. (So 
many white dudes!) 

But it’s easy to pinpoint 
SNL's brightest 
emerging stars: newly 
minted “Weekend 
Update” coanchor Cecily 
Strong, who doubles as 
a frequent sketch MVP 
(we could watch her ex- 
porn star hawk Manolo / 
Blahniks all day), and 

her good pal Kate 


Photograph by MEREDITH JENKS 


SATURDAY NIGHT LIVE: DANA EDELSON/NBC 
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McKinnon, who's got a knack for 
impersonating everyone from Ellen 
DeGeneres to Ann Romney. What 
makes Strong and McKinnon, both 
29, so great? Just take a look at 
how they fielded the following 
question during an interview in 
SNL's greenroom. —HILLARY BUSIS 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY I want 
to ask each of you to tell me a secret 
about the other one. A printable one. 
STRONG A printable one—is it rude to 
say you love to giggle after you pass 
gas in our dressing room? 

McKINNON | prefer a different thing. 
[Laughter] 

STRONG Aidy [Bryant] and Kate once 
held eye contact—we shared a dressing 
room last year with Aidy, and then Kate 
moved out. 

McKINNON | still come back. Um..a 
secret about you? That's printable. 
STRONG | know, that’s what I’m say- 
ing! Like, what's printable? 

McKINNON There was that one 


18 of 27> 


time—remember when we went to the 
movies that time? And saw the movie... 
STRONG The Guillermo del Toro 
movie? 

McKINNON No, The Conjuring. We saw 
that together. That's my secret. 
[Laughter] 

STRONG That's your secret? 
McKINNON No. | don’t know. You're 
very—she's very political. She's, like, so, 
so smart, so informed. 

STRONG Wow. | said you fart and you 
giggle at it. And yours was really nice. 
McKINNON You could leave it at “fart,” 
it’s fine. 

STRONG Let me say this: Kate stands... 
Kate is a mountain. [McKinnon laughs.] 
And she stands like a mountain. She's 
always in, like, a triangular stance. 

She leads crotch-first, | would say. Like, 
her vagina is there in every conversa- 
tion. A lot of like, legs up. [Strong 
demonstrates. ] 

McKINNON I'm a physical comedian 
first—and I’m a woman before that. 


(END 


Cecily Strong and 
Kate McKinnon 
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JAMES SPADER 


RAYMOND “RED” REDDINGTON / THE BLACKLIST 


For James Spader, playing a criminal 
mastermind like Raymond “Red” 

Reddington on NBC's runaway hit 
The Blacklist conjures up images 
of frolicking around his childhood 
home. Sound odd? Not when you 
hear him explain why. “This TV show 
is agreat game of make-believe 
because you're really taking a flier on 
it,” says the 53-year-old actor. “It’s 
he closest thing you can do as an 
actor that replicates playing around 
in your backyard as a kid. Things are 


very fluent and can really go in any 
direction.” That’s why Spader—who'll 
spend his summer hiatus playing a 
brilliant robot bent on destroying the 
world in the Avengers sequel—is 
having a ball as an unpredictable, 
fedora-wearing antihero who's help- 
ing the feds capture his nefarious 
peers. “He's a very dangerous guy. 

| like that enigmatic quality where 
he’s perfectly comfortable in a 

world that others should never get 
comfortable in.” —LYNETTE RICE 
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Taissa Farmiga on 
American Horror 
Story: Coven 


MICHELE K. SHORT/FX 
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TAISSA AS ZOE BENSON / AMERICAN HORROR STORY: COVEN 
VERA AS NORMA BATES / BATES MOTEL 


We're guessing Halloween was a 
popular holiday in the Farmigas’ 
New Jersey household. Sisters 
Vera and Taissa, who have five(!) 
other siblings, both gave arrest- 
ing, compelling performances on 
two of the creepiest series of the 
year, A&E’s Bates Motel and FX’s 
American Horror Story: Coven, 
respectively. Playing Norman 


Bates’ waaaaaay-too-attached 
mother, Norma, on the Psycho 
prequel, Vera turned what could 
have been a one-note crazy- 
mama character into a deeply 
disturbed but overall sympa- 
thetic woman. “She’s just this 
holy-grail cocktail of madness,” 
says the 40-year-old actress. 
She adds: “Because it’s such a 


BATES MOTEL: JOSEPH LEDERER; THE MINDY PROJECT: BETH DUBBER/FOX; THE X FACTOR: RAY MICKSHAW/FOX 


challenge, because she’s so all 
over the place, because she’s so 
ridden with contradiction, it’s 
so much fun to play. I understand 
that she’s incredibly flawed, but 
there are aspects to her charac- 
ter that are so beautiful to me. 
She has this disarming honesty, 
as much ofa liar as she is. ” 
Taissa is equally fearless play- 
ing her Coven character, Zoe, a 
teenager coping with her new 
identity as a witch with a killer 
vagina (beware, would-be suit- 
ors!). Zoe is by turns naive, flir- 
tatious, and, ultimately, badass. 


“Tt’s just being a part of some- 
thing special—you’re willing 
to do it,” says the 19-year-old 
of signing up for the wild role, 
which AHS creators Ryan 
Murphy and Brad Falchuk 
wrote for her. Having a sister 
who can understand what it’s 
like to exist in a heightened hor- 
ror world definitely helps. Says 
Taissa: “Once in a while [Vera 
will] text me and tell me what’s 
going on on-set [at Motel] or 
send mea picture. I’m like, ‘Girl, 
I know what you’re talking 
about. I got you.’” —TIm stack 


MOST IMPROVED SHOW The Mindy Project 
LEAST IMPROVED SHOW The X Factor 


LACEY TERRELL/HBO 
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JULIA 
LQUIS- 
DREYFUS 


SELINA MEYER / VEEP 


Often the longer a politician stays in 
office, the lower her approval ratings 
fall. But in the case of HBO's Veep, 
the more egregiously Vice President 
Selina Meyer stumbles, the harder 
we laugh and the more praise we 
heap on her. This year, Julia Louis- 
Dreyfus won her second Emmy 
award for playing Selina. “I under- 
stand her inner conflict,” says 
Louis-Dreyfus of the mesmerizingly 
frenetic, gaffe-plagued VP. “She's 
very powerful and driven, [but] her 
sense of righteousness and morality 
is defused by her drive for power.” 
The second season gave Selina 
some actual authority—and it was 
hilarious to watch her buckle 
beneath it. “She sucks at her job, 
to be frank,” Louis-Dreyfus, 52, 
says with a laugh. A low for the 
VP but a high for the actress came 
in the much-talked-about episode 
“Running,” when after a minor 
victory a reinvigorated Selina 
marched through a glass door on 
the way to schmooze with potential 
donors. “That was so much fun, 
and actually a bit scary because 
she walks away from the accident 
pretty beaten up,” says Louis- 
Dreyfus. “We tried to find the line 


between scary and funny.” That's a 
line that Louis-Dreyfus has struck 
in her lauded career as Seinfeld’s 
Elaine Benes, The New Adventures 
of Old Christine's Christine 
Campbell, and now Selina Meyer. 
“Maybe there’s an underlying 
rage-slash-paranoia that pits them 
against the universe,” she says. 

“| think that’s the link.” -STEPHAN LEE 


22 of 27> 


RHYS: CRAIG BLANKENHORN/FX; TEEN WOLF: MTV; HOW | MET YOUR MOTHER: RICHARD CARTWRIGHT/FOX 


GREAT 
Te a 7) 7 © 


MATTHEW RHYS 


PHILIP JENNINGS / THE AMERICANS 


AS KGB spy Philip Jennings on FX’s The Americans, Matthew 
Rhys, 39, masterfully pulls off a lot of contradictory charac- 
teristics: He’s a romantic who cheats. He works for the 
Soviets but kind of loves America. He’s sensitive but will 
kick your butt. (Incidentally, Rhys does all this as a Welsh- 
man playing a Russian playing an American.) “He’s in great 
conflict with a number of elements in his life, and the more 
crazed his world becomes, the more he wants a simpler life,” 
Rhys says, adding, “Philip is definitely a more-than-average 
challenging role.” Good thing Rhys is a more-than-average 
terrific actor. —JESSICA SHAW 


DEAR NETWORKS: 
CAN WE PLEASE GET A 
REPRIEVE FROM ALL 
THE BIRDBRAIN TAGS? 
HERE, 2013’S WORST 
OFFENDERS. 


#DIEONTEENWOLF 
Teen Wolf 


#POORSPENCER 
Pretty Little Liars 


#TWERKYOURTURKEY 
Logo 


#SAVEHENRY 
Once Upon a Time 


#JODIARIASWEEK 
Snapped 


#MOM? 
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10 The Killing AMC but the chief pleasure remains 
Season 3 concentrated on a___ watching the sometimes tough, 
serial killer targeting at-risk sometimes tender interplay 
teens on the perpetually rainy between detectives Linden 
streets of Seattle (the tourism (Mireille Enos) and Holder 
board must hate this show), (Joel Kinnaman). They’ll ride 
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the city’s mean streets at least 
one more time, courtesy of 
Netflix, and that’s good news. 
9 Damages DirecTV 

The final season’s story— 
involving leaked documents 
and featuring an unlikable and 
only semi-stable computer 
genius—is refreshingly au cou- 
rant. Rose Byrne is beautiful 
as lawyer Ellen Parsons, Glenn 
Close has polished her terrify- 
ing Patty Hewes to a steely 
sheen, and Ryan Phillippe does 
the Julian Assange bit with 
panache. 


8 The Bletchley Circle PBS 

Short (only three episodes) but 
supremely satisfying, Bletchley 
tells the story of four women 
who worked as code breakers 
during World War II. Years 
later, they have subsided into 
more normal 1950s lives (male- 
dominated, in other words). 
After a series of murders, the 
Bletchley girls dust off their old 
skills and set out to find the killer. 
It’s a cracking good mystery 
with a thought-provoking sub- 
text: Give the women a chance 
to use their brains and they’ll 
run rings around the men. 


WILL HART/NBC 


7 Hous ards Netflix 
Watching Kevin Spacey’s 
spot-on portrayal of Frank 
Underwood, a predator who will 
stop at nothing to gain his ends, 
is as morbidly fascinating as 
watching a hungry shark inspect 
the feet of unsuspecting swim- 
mers. Robin Wright is equally 
fascinating as his Lady Macbeth 
of a wife. They don’t quite equal 
Ian Richardson and Diane 
Fletcher in the British version, 
but they come close. 

6 The Ret Sundance 

On a clear day in a small French 
town, a bus full of children veers 
off the road and plunges into a 
reservoir. All are killed, or so it 
seems, until four years later, 
when one of them—the ethere- 
ally beautiful Camille—comes 
back. And she’s only the first. 
This French import is the 
creepy-crawliest thing to come 
along since early episodes of 
The Walking Dead. No ghosts. No 
zombies. Just dead folks who 
can’t figure out what happened 
to them. 

5 Thel (list NBC 

If you'd told me a year ago that 
I'd have an episodic TV drama 
from one of the major nets on 
my 2013 list, I would have 
laughed...but here it is. It’s 
mostly about James Spader, of 


course: He gets the best bons 
mots (referring to the Pentagon 
as “the five-sided foxhole,” for 
example), but Megan Boone, as 
FBI profiler Elizabeth Keen, 
keeps up with him most of the 
time, and boy, is she pretty. The 
stories rip along at warp speed, 
making it worthy of comparison 
to such long-gone spy-athons as 
The Man From UNC.L.E. 

4Th cans FX 

More spies, but on this show, 
the bad guys are the good guys. 
The suspense is unrelenting, and 
the principals—played by Keri 
Russell and Matthew Rhys— 
are perfectly cast as deep-cover 
KGB agents living middle-class 


If you don't have the new 2014 
Dodge Durango, your lady friend 
will leave you out in the cold. It’s 
tough, but it’s a fact. Because 
every woman has needs. But there 
isn't a one that can’t be met with 
the Durango’s standard 290-hp V6 
that gets 25 MPG highway—best- 
in-class* for V6 engines. 

Does she ski? Done. Does she 
want to take a jaunt with you and 
her gal pals? The Dodge Durango 


has standard seven-passenger 
seating. Does she enjoy driving 
around for hours collecting roadkill? 
It also has best-in-class driving 
range of over 600 miles* and loads 
of cargo space. 

So get a Dodge Durango and 
keep your lady friend—until you 
grow emotionally distant and find 
someone new. 


BurgundyDodge.com 


If you think the 
Dodge Durango 
is more powerful 
than a man-eating 
Sasquatch... 


then you’re 
probably 
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URSULA COYOTE/AMC 


lives. The real treat here is the 
pitch-perfect depiction of Amer- 
ica in those Reagan years when 
the Cold War was entering its 
final phase. I especially relished 
the bugging of Secretary of 
Defense Caspar Weinberger’s 
clock. Man, that was genius. 

3 dchurch BBC America 

David Tennant, a former Doctor, 
gets to play it dead straight as 
Det. Inspector Alec Hardy, 
haunted by a botched murder 
case and beset with personal 
problems that he won’t talk 
about. His partner is a village 
copper faced with investigating 
people she’s grown up with, 
knowing one of them is a killer. 
Broadchurch is a satisfying mys- 
tery with an Agatha Christie 
feel, beautiful settings, and a 
shocking denouement. 


dc 


5 archy FX 
It’s the most critically under- 
rated show currently on the 
tube, and this season was the 
best. Convoluted plotlines were 
simplified; what we cared about 
this season was whether Jax 
Teller and his wife, Tara, would 
work out their deep differences, 
whether Gemma would be 
revealed as the schemer she is, 
and whether SAMCRO could 
get out of gunrunning. Plot aside, 
what makes Sons a standout is 


its concentration on the minu- 
tiae of lower-middle-class life: 
These guys are small-time out- 
laws trying to make their way in 
a big-time world. 


1 BREAKING BAD Amc 

The finest drama on American TV ever, an epic 
of the human heart worthy of Dostoyevsky. 

Over 62 episodes we watched nebbish Walter 
White's transformation into Heisenberg, a 
criminal genius who will stop at nothing. The real 
triumph is in the final episodes, where Walter 
makes a last, not-quite-successful effort to atone 
for his wrongs. The acting by the entire ensemble 
is flawless, and the unsentimental photography 
transforms the New Mexico landscapes into a 
sunlit nightmare. Only the story of Michael 
Corleone in the Godfather movies can equal 

it. Everybody stand and yell, “Bravo!” 


Bryan Cranston 
on Breaking Bad 
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The'Dodge.Durango... 
| would say; “Drink in 
her power and majesty,” 
but | don’t think you can 
handle it, so look away. 


Flip the page, hombre. Check 
out the next ad for some stylish 
pleated pants. Because the new 
2014 Dodge Durango with its 
290-hp engine that gets best- 
in-class* V6 fuel economy of 25 
MPG highway is just too real for 
you. It’s just too much to wrap 
your brain around. 

How does it do it? Well, it’s 
got a class-exclusive 8-speed 
transmission.” But the classiest- 


ness doesn't stop there. It also 
has a floating crosshair grille, LED 
racetrack taillights and standard 
seating for seven. That's right, 
five basketball players and two 
subs in one handsome vehicle. 

All of this makes it too much 
to witness. Too much to bear. 
But if you're still with me, | salute 
your strength, ma’am. 


BurgundyDodge.com 
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If you think the 
Dodge Durango 
is the real-deal- 
lady-magnet-on- 
wheels... 


then you’re 
probably 
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HAIM: SISTERHOOD OF 
THE TRAVELING HITS 


Southern California siblings Alana, Danielle, and Este have ridden their indie-blog 
buzz straight up the charts—and into the hearts of music fans (including pop stars 
and prime ministers) who can’t get enough of their sunny retro-rock sound. 


BY RAY RAHMAN 


O OTHER GROUP 
charmed the 
music world as 
swiftly and com- 
pletely as Haim 
did this year. The California- 
bred, AM Gold-loving trio of 
sisters—lead singer and guitar- 
ist Danielle, 24; bassist and 
singer Este, 27; and keyboardist, 
guitarist, and singer Alana, 22— 
had a stellar 2013: Their debut 
full-length, Days Are Gone, took 
them from buzz-band status to 
the Billboard top 10, and its 
deep well of soulful-but-sharp 


pop-rock anthems is a fixture on 
year-end lists. In the meantime, 
they’ve made fans of everyone 
from British prime minister 
David Cameron to Katy Perry to 
rap president Jay Z (whose Roc 
Nation now manages them), and 
bewitched audiences at muddy 
festivals and the SNL sound- 
stage alike. Simply put, they did 
everything this year—and we 
talked to them about it all. 


FRIENDS IN EVERY AREA CODE 
When Este’s personal cell-phone 
number leaked online late last 
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year, the band decided to keep it 
open to fans as a sort of Haim 
hotline. “When it first started 
happening, we were like, ‘Whoa, 
this is weird,” Danielle says. 
“But then we ended up just 
getting the best messages from 
everyone. It’s a great way to 
connect with the fans.” (We’re 
not printing it here, creepers; 
you'll have to Google it.) 


TAKING DOWN A TIMBERLAKE 

Days Are Gone debuted at No. 1 
in the U.K., besting a certain 
tux-happy superstar. “That was 


crazy,” Danielle says of outsell- 
ing Justin Timberlake and giving 
his 20/20 Experience—2 of 2 a 
rare second-place bow. “It was 
really one of those weird 
moments, because we grew up 
listening to him; we’re such big 
fans. We were listening to Future- 
Sex/LoveSounds a lot when we 
were making the record. So... 
sorry, JT!” 


FULFILLING A SATURDAY NIGHT 
LIVE DREAM 

Playing on the late-night institu- 
tion is a big deal for any rising 


Performing on 
Saturday Night 
Live Nov. 23 


BEST POP ALBUM BY A PAIR OF CANADIAN LESBIAN TWINS 


Tegan and Sara’s Heartthrob 
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act, but the moment was espe- 
cially poignant for Este, whose 
childhood dream was to be an 
SNL cast member. “Like, that 
was the goal,” says the onetime 
theater kid. “To finally be on the 
show is insane. It doesn’t even 
compute to me now.” She thought 
she had the perfect plan for 
30 Rock domination: “There was 
a dinner celebration after the 
show. I sat next to Lorne 
Michaels and started eating his 
french fries—I was basically 
finishing his food for him. I talked 
to him about how they’ve never 
had three people host SNL at 
once. So why can’t they have me, 
Danielle, and Alana? He just shut 
me down.... And of course, my 
sisters are looking at me like, 
‘Are you insane?’” 


FROM STEVIE TO CHAKA 

It’s no secret that Haim claims 
a lot of 70s and ’80s soft-rock 
influences—the group actually 
began as a family band called 
Rockinhaim that included their 
father, Moti, on drums and 
mom, Donna, on guitar, and 
covered songs by the Eagles 
and Fleetwood Mac. But the 
sisters refuse to be pigeonholed: 
“We were listening to a lot of 
Neptunes and Pharrell produc- 
tions from the early 2000s when 
we made the record,” Danielle 
says, “and Chaka Khan.” The 
trio delivered a soulful cover of 
Miley Cyrus’ “Wrecking Ball” 
this fall, and for Alana’s 22nd 
birthday (on Dec. 15, a few days 
after this interview took place), 
Taylor Swift is on the docket. “I 
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feel like every 22-year-old needs 
to jam ‘22’ on their birthday,” 
Alana says. “Taylor’s a genius,” 
she adds. “[That age] doesn’t 
really get that much love, and 
Taylor totally wrote an epic 
song about it. I hope it can be 
my entrance song on my birth- 
day. I’m just going to walk in 
slow motion.” 


THE WHEELS ON THE TOUR BUS 
GO ROUND AND ROUND 

They’ve been on tour nearly all 
year as headliners, openers—for 
Phoenix and Vampire Weekend, 
among others—and sought- 
after festival favorites. “We last 
went home, like, two months 
ago,” Alana says via phone from 
Glasgow, still high off their Dec. 
10 London gig, which saw Este 
and their friend Florence Welch 
of Florence + the Machine 
crowd-surfing. (Asia, New Zea- 
land, and Australia are next on 
the slate; U.S. dates resume in 
April.) And no, they don’t hate 
each other yet. “The turning 
point for all of us, I think, was 
when I got my license,” Este says 
of the trio’s tight-knit dynamic. 
“Growing up in L.A., getting 
around wasn’t the easiest thing 


in the world. So once I got my 
license, we were able to go see 
local bands, have fun. That’s 
what solidified our friendship, 
beyond being sisters—we had 
a lot of practice by going out 
together and raging. We kind of 
have a black belt in the art of 
going out.” Alana concurs: “I 
don’t really have any homesick- 
ness, because my home follows 
me,” she says. “Which is kind of 
why I feel like we could tour for 
the rest of our lives.” Adds Este 
with a laugh, “Three sisters with 
a license to drive—a recipe for a 
good time.” 
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WORST 2013 


| THE BEST MUSIC OF THE YEAR* | 


TOP 10 ALBUMS 
BY NICK CATUCCI 


1 YEEZUS 
Kanye West 
Rap’s visionary whittled down to his 
wildest beats. Yeezus smashes the 
atoms of his fears, ego, and sex drive— 
and throws down serious thunderbolts. 


2 NOTHING WAS THE SAME 
Drake 
Near-flawless flow from the all-too- 
human Drizzy. Restless thoughts and 
little misgivings keep the music here taut, 
proving that intimacy needn't be soft. 

3 BANGERZ 
Miley Cyrus 
Yeah, she’s crafty. But also stealthily 
soulful. Bangerz flaunts her savvy and 
her sexuality with an underappreciated 
emotional directness. 


4 SAME TRAILER DIFFERENT PARK 


SCROLL 


TOP 10 SINGLES 
BY EW MUSIC STAFF 


Daft Punk and 
Pharrell Williams 


1 “GET LUCKY” 
Daft Punk feat. Pharrell Williams 
It took two French robots known for 
futuristic electronic music to show us 
how a deceptively simple, refreshingly 
organic tune could keep us dancing our 
derrieres off all summer (and beyond). 
2 “ROYALS” 
Lorde 
That snappy backbeat, that inimitable 
voice; an unforgettable manifesto on 
what it meant to be a pop star in 2013. 
3 “THE WIRE” 
Haim 
A pop-rock gem so confidently breezy, 
it makes it sound like an honor to be 
dumped by girls who are this damn cool. 


4 “BACKSEAT FREESTYLE” 
Kendrick Lamar 


*THIS IS AN EXCERPT FROM OUR CRITICS’ TOP 10 LISTS THAT PREVIOUSLY APPEARED IN ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY. 
TO READ THE FULL LISTS, PICK UP OUR DEC. 13 ISSUE OR GO TO EW.COM/BESTOF2013. 
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THE WORST MUSIC OF THE YEAR 


WORST ALBUMS 5 WORST SINGLES 
BY KYLE ANDERSON BY NICK Carlet 


LL Cool J and 


Lil Wayne ) Brad Paisley 


1 |AMNOT AHUMAN BEING II 1 “ACCIDENTAL RACIST” 
Lil Wayne Brad Paisley feat. LL Cool J 
An exhausting torrent of misogyny This schmaltzy loaf of country pop 
sans any technical expertise or humor. equates slavery’s “iron chains” with 
Remember when Weezy was the Best rap’s “gold chains,” and the Confederate 
Rapper Alive? Me neither. flag with the “do-rag.” Smarmy 


gimmicks don’t come any stupider. 


2 “WALKS LIKE RIHANNA’ 
The Wanted 
Does RiRi really walk a certain way? Or 
are these bleating horndogs arbitrarily 
objectifying her? Makes “Moves Like 
Jagger” sound like “Gimme Shelter.” 


2 THE WRONG SIDE OF HEAVEN AND 
THE RIGHTEOUS SIDE OF HELL 
Five Finger Death Punch 
These confoundingly successful metal- 


SCROLL 


SCROLL 


LIL WAYNE: NABIL; LL COOL J AND PAISLEY: JEROD HARRIS/GETTY IMAGES; ICONA POP: FREDRIK ETOALL 


Bofll> 
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Super Knowles: 
Beyoncé performing 
at the Super Bowl 
on Feb. 3 


TOP 10 PERFORMANCES 


1 BEYONCE RUNS THE WORLD: FROM SUPER BOWL XLVI! 
TO A SURPRISE ALBUM RELEASE 
There are pop stars, and then there are the supernovas: performers 
so powerful they create their own force fields, leaving a trail of 
crackling kilowatts in their wake. Exhibit A: Sure, the blackout that 
plunged New Orleans’ Superdome into darkness after her Super 
Bowl XLVII halftime show may have been a coincidence, but we know 
better; her utter command of one of TV's biggest audiences ever— 
some 110 million—was the takeaway story of the night. (The Ravens 
won, you say?) Exhibit B: Her Mrs. Carter Show World Tour, which 
raked in more than $100 million despite the absence of a promised 
fifth studio album because... Exhibit C: Oh yeah, she was just going to 
drop that (excellent) self-titled album on Dec. 13 with zero warning 
and own the pop culture conversation all over again. -LEAH GREENBLATT 


». WATCH CLIP. 


TANNEN MAURY/EPA/LANDOV 
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2 Bruno Mars’ Moonshine Jungle 
Tour Get the funk out! No, really: 
Bruno’s joyful, brassy, gloriously 
sweaty revue taught us that a 
mainstream artist in 2013 can 
be both utterly new-school cool 
and rushing-home-from-school- 
to-watch-Soul Train classic. 
Showmanship, thy middle name 
is Mars. —LEAH GREENBLATT 


® watch cup 


3 Nine Inch Nails’ Tension Tour Early 
Trent Reznor appearances were 
torrents of catharsis—but as his 
music has evolved over the last 
two-plus decades, the NIN 


mastermind has learned that 
proper release is a rare thing. On 
the tour to support NIN’s immer- 
sive 2013 return, Hesitation 
Marks, the epic, churning light 
show was Reznor’s psyche made 
physical; only when he bellowed 
the final note of “Hurt” could 
audiences exhale. —KYLE ANDERSON 


® watcn cup 


4 Taylor Swift’s Red Tour a 
Like another culture- r 
dominating blonde from 

once upon a time, Swift may 
still be not a girl, not yet a woman. 
But her latest tour showcased 
a giant leap forward, both in mas- 
tery of the stage and of genres 
far beyond her country-Kewpie 
beginnings. Watching her capti- 
vate a stadium with the cock of 
an eyebrow, you get the feeling 
we just might be calling her 
POTUS one day. —LEAH GREENBLATT 
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Bruno Mars 
and the 
funky bunch 


MARS: BRAD BARKET/GETTY IMAGES; SWIFT: CHRISTOPHER POLK/GETTY IMAGES 
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5 Justin Timberlake at the VMAs 
To millions at home (and the 
thousands who witnessed it live 
at the Barclays Center in Brook- 
lyn), Timberlake’s 15-minute 
careerography solidified his 
status as this generation’s 
360 entertainer—and breezily 
justified his current ubiquity. 
The 32-year-old slid between 
personas, nailed the climaxes of 
every hit, and danced the crowd 
into a stunned silence that 
gave way, finally, to rapturous 
applause. —KYLE ANDERSON 


WATCH CLIP. 


6 Phoenix Feat. R. Kelly at the 
Coachella Festival We already 
knew Kells was into some weird 
stuff. But no one expected to 
see him join Phoenix (at the 
soigné French indie-poppers’ 
request) for their headlining set 
at Coachella in April. Now that 
we've heard his “Ignition” seam- 
lessly mashed up with their 
“1901,” we can never go back. 
—RAY RAHMAN 

7 Pharrell Williams’ Interactive 
“Happy” Video In a year overrun 
with viral crumbs of “inspira- 
tion,” Williams launched a 
remarkable stunt: a 24-hour 
music video for his efferves- 
cently funky Despicable Me 2 
contribution. The 336 people 
joyfully shaking it on the streets 


of L.A. (including Pharrell and 
a few celebs, Magic Johnson 
and Steve Carell among them) 
formed a rarefied tribe that 
somehow still felt utterly 
inclusive. —NICK CATUCCI 


». WATCH CLIP 


8 Arcade Fire at the YouTube Music 
Awards When creative director 
Spike Jonze, actress Greta 
Gerwig, and Arcade Fire— 
a.k.a. the co-op board of cool— 
got together, what else could 
happen but a surreal live video 
experience? AF’s rousing 
“Afterlife” provided the 
soundtrack for Jonze’s wild 
vision and Gerwig’s inspired 
choreography. —RAY RAHMAN 


»). WATCH CLIP 
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(From top) Justin 
Timberlake at the 
VMAs; Pharrell 
Williams in his 
“Happy” video 
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Feline groovy: 
Miley Cyrus 
at the AMAs 


9 Miley Cyrus at the AMAs Cyrus’ 
performance of “Wrecking 
Ball” was a pure manifestation 
of millennial id made flesh. But 
beneath the kitty-GIF theatrics, 
there was also her disarmingly 
powerful voice, and the innate 
power that put her everywhere 
in 2013: her ability to toy with 
us like a tabby whose yarn 
ball was the pop game itself. 
—KYLE ANDERSON 


® watcrcup 


10 Stephen Colbert and Friends’ 
“Get Lucky” Routine The Colbert 
Report’s character-in-chief took 
the cancellation of a Daft Punk 


appearance and did what he 
does best: both tweak and honor 
the duo by staging an ecstatic 
“Get Lucky” dance-athon fea- 
turing everyone from Henry 
Kissinger to Nick Cannon. Even 
the Punks would have to tip 
their helmets to that. 

—NICK CATUCCI 


® watcu cup 


CYRUS: CHRISTOPHER POLK/GETTY IMAGES; THE COLBERT REPORT: COMEDY CENTRAL 


Enjoy all your favorite music — instantly and wirelessly. 
Now you can listen to your CDs, MP3s, AM/FM radio, Pandora® and other 
Internet radio all from one system. And with six programmable presets, 
you can hear your favorite playlists, albums or stations — wherever 
y News they are —at the touch of a button. Small enough to fit in any room in 
Wave’ Sou ndTouch" ¥- your house and powerful enough to fill it with lifelike sound, the Wave” 
music system SoundTouch™ connects to your existing home Wi-Fi® network, so no 
extra equipment is necessary to stream your music. Try it risk-free for 
90 days with free shipping and, if you're not fully satisfied, free return 


shipping. And when you call, ask how you can make easy payments with 
reeiokcn sal no interest charges from Bose. Listening to your music has never been 
simpler — or better. To order, call or visit us online today. 


Order now directly from Bose. 1.800.411.8072, ext. TZ1049 | Bose.com/WaveWifi 


©2013 Bose Corporation. The distinctive designs of the Wave® music system and wireless note are trademarks of Bose Corporation. Pandora is a registered trademark of 
Pandora Media, Inc. Wi-Fi is a registered mark of the Wi-Fi Alliance. A home Wi-Fi network and internet access are required. Financing and audition offers not to be combined 
with other offers or applied to previous purchases, and subject to change without notice. Offer valid 12/3/13-1/31/14. Risk-free refers to 90-day trial only and requires product 
purchase, Delivery is subject to product avaitability. CCOI3617 
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ARIVETING ODE TO 
BEING BORN AGAIN— 
AND AGAIN 


There's a sense in all of Kate Atkinson's fiction that something 
nasty lurks just out of sight. That fierce sensibility drives her 
stunning novel Life After Life, about the many lives and deaths 
of a British woman trying to survive the world wars. 


BY STEPHAN LEE 


ON’T BACK KATE 

Atkinson into a 

genre. Although 

she’s best known 

for her brilliant 

series featuring private investi- 

gator Jackson Brodie, you can’t 

really label her a crime writer. 

“Once you put a detective in a 

book, you’re doomed, really,” says 

Atkinson, 62. “I don’t like the way 
people want to limit you.” 

Her latest novel, Life After Life, 

explodes any preconceptions. 


KATE ATKINSON 


It’s been called experimental lit, 
sci-fi, and historical fiction—and 
it manages to be all and yet none 
of those things. Atkinson centers 
her novel on a Groundhog Day- 
like conceit: Ursula Todd is 
cursed to die over and over again, 
and each time she does, we 
return to the wintry 1910 night 
on which she’s born. (In one iter- 
ation, Ursula lives long enough 
to find herself amid the rubble of 
the German blitz on London dur- 
ing World War II and faces down 
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Best-selling Brit 
Kate Atkinson 


Hitler himself.) Atkinson down- 
plays the enormous achievement 
of juggling all these elements 
without getting absurd or repeti- 
tive. “This was one of the easiest 
books I’ve written,” she says. 
“Nobody believes me because it 
looks quite complicated, but it 
has a beautiful rhythm to it: She 
dies, she lives, she dies, she lives.” 

Atkinson says she took partic- 
ular relish in killing Ursula in a 
multitude of ways. “I love writing 
death scenes,” she says with a 


laugh. “There's huge writerly sat- 
isfaction to be had from writing 
one because you can pack it with 
all the bells and whistles of feel- 
ing.” She adds, “We writers live on 
the dark side.” The author already 
has two possible new novels per- 
colating in her mind, one of them 
a companion to Life After Life. It’s 
safe to assume that whatever she 
does next will surprise us. “I think 
I need to move on to romance,” 
she jokes. “That way I could have 
written in every genre.” 


BEST USE OF A DRONE Amazon says it’s developing a high-flying 


delivery system 


ATKINSON: EUAN MYLES; DRONE: UPI/AMAZON/LANDOV 
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THE BEST BOOKS OF THE YEAR* 


TOP 10 FICTION TOP 10 NONFICTION 

1 LIFE AFTER LIFE Kate Atkinson 1 FIVE DAYS AT MEMORIAL 
A sweeping, virtuoso epic that imagines, Sheri Fink 
and reimagines, the life and death of an A riveting investigation into patient 
Englishwoman born in 1910. deaths at a Katrina-ravaged New 


Ua Seema ee HNN nv tenn tee Nay Orleans hospital. 
2 TENTH OF DECEMBER (00 rr trrrrrtrerrrrrerressnnneseennsesnnnnesennaeennenarersenees 


George Saunders 2 FOSSE Sam Wasson 
The fourth collection from the A sprawling, gossip-fueled bio of the 
beloved cult writer brims with humor mercurial dancer-director. 


andiiumanity j= j= | attaeverssvcctaweassareersrwsesvirscssorsrenvussimiiceniirsinen 
bat ee a 3 WITH OR WITHOUT YOU 


3 AND THE MOUNTAINS ECHOED Domenica Ruta 
Khaled Hosseini Mother-daughter memoirs are a 
The Kite Runner author's gut- dime a dozen, but this debut is a raw, 
wrenching third novel nimbly hops jagged gem. 


decadesandcontinents, .j§§«o«-_—» )§ EB) Bekisistonxccessnassastenasparnrncnearesscenareemosmarenceny 


ee 4 THE LAST 


4 THE INTERESTINGS Meg Wolitzer TRAIN TO 
In her splendid coming-of-age novel, ZONA VERDE HE LASS RAIN 


Wolitzer unwinds the ways friendships Paul Theroux 0 ZONB.VERDE 


change and deepen over the years. Theroux’s 
assesaaiensacescaauensnsaaataessassasactetsandalsdeasezseetaseeeaeaete melancholy 
5 BLEEDING travel memoir 
EDGE traces his 
Tamas BLEEDING Ay journey from 
Pynchon South Africa 
Pynchon’s to Angola. 
digttaage «rrr rrr ermeerran 
detective story THE GOOD NURSE Charles Graeber 
vibrates with The story of Charlie Cullen—possibly the 
immediacy most prolific serial killer in U.S. history— 
and period is more chilling than any horror novel. 
references. siee was EES SSRENSERERER OD EA NRE sReNEaA DE RER EES HibeINEKaURECORERSKANORED 
gesagt ates ees cca esse ccaner tages eects nats esa es THE TELLING ROOM 
6 THE GOLEM Michael Paterniti 
AND THE A gloriously digressive yarn about a 


SCROLL 


SCROLL 


*THIS IS AN EXCERPT FROM OUR CRITICS’ TOP 10 LISTS THAT PREVIOUSLY APPEARED IN ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY. 
TO READ THE FULL LISTS, PICK UP OUR DEC. 13 ISSUE OR GO TO EW.COM/BESTOF2013. 
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THE WORST BOOKS OF THE YEAR 


5 WORST FICTION 


1 


REVENGE 
WEARS 
PRADA 


Lauren 
Weisberger 
Weisberger 
gives little time 
to deliciously icy 
fashion editrix 
Miranda Priestly 
and instead 
parses out 
Andy Sachs’ dull 
life in unending detail. This fugly sequel to 
2003's The Devil Wears Prada belongs on 
the markdown rack. 


REVENGE 
WEARS 
PRADA 


LAUREN «= § 
WEISBERGERE 


DEAD EVER 
AFTER 
Charlaine 
Harris 

Harris should 
have drivena 
stake through OE 
the Sookie APIRYER 
Stackhouse 
saga years ago. 
This series 
ender was so 
unsatisfying 
that Harris later released After Dead, a 
lazy cash grab that tied up loose ends. 


BRIDGET JONES: 
MAD ABOUT THE BOY 


Helen Fielding 
Gone is the saucy, endearingly anxious 


SCROLL 


5 WORST NONFICTION 
1 LOVE 


ITALIAN 
STYLE 


Melissa Gorga 
This relation- 
ship primer by 
the Real 
Housewives 

of New Jersey 
star reads more 
like a misogyny 
manual. One 
passage by 
Gorga’s husband, Joe, even seems to 
advocate marital rape: “If your wife says 
‘no, turn her around, and rip her clothes 
off. She wants to be dominated.” 


KILLING 1 bereing thos of King Kennedy ad iting Lincoln 
JESUS 

Bill O'Reilly 

with Martin 

Dugard 

Oy. 


CELEBRATE Pippa Middleton 

If you're not sure how to make ice—or if 
you need someone to tell you that you'll 
need gift paper, scissors, and tape to wrap 
a present—then this is your book. 


SCROLL 
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THE INTERESTINGS 
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The Interestings, which starts at an 
arts camp for teenagers, follows a 
group of kids into middle age. Some 
become ordinary, others extremely 
successful. Was it based on your 
own experiences? 

I went to summer camp in 
1974, the year Nixon resigned. 
It was thrilling. It made me 
think I could take myself more 
seriously, and I came home 
pretentious—that got knocked 
out of me. [Laughs] My best 
friend to this day is someone 
I met there. But it’s not a 
summer-camp book. It’s about 
the moment when you find 
your people. When you find 
your cohort. 

One of the biggest themes of 

the novel is envy. What drew you 

to that? 

When I’ve seen envy portrayed 
in film or books, it’s been this 
out-in-the-open kind. But 
there’s this other, quiet envy 
you feel for people you love. A 
friend calls you up and says, 
“Something wonderful hap- 
pened,” and you’re genuinely 
happy. But it’s not long before 
we think about ourselves. It’s so 
human. There was that great 
scene in that Woody Allen movie 
Stardust Memories where he’s 
on this horrible train and he 
looks out the window and 
there’s this beautiful train going 
by where people are having 


NINA SUBIN 
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champagne. Your own life can 
start to feel like the ugly-person 
train, and that’s such a danger— 
because this is it! 

It’s fascinating to see the char- 
acters’ ambition change over time. 
When have you seen that in 

real life? 

There was one girl at camp who 
was an amazing actress, and 
everyone thought she was going 
to be famous. But when the 
Internet came along, I searched 
for her and found nothing. Only 
much later did I find out that she 
became a physician. I thought 
that was interesting—there 
must have been something in 
her acting that affects who she is 
as a doctor. If you can inhabit a 
role, maybe you can imagine 
someone else’s suffering, too. 
Or I guess that’s my fantasy. 
As a novelist, lives feel pretty 
novelistic to me. 

And sometimes, in real life, 
protagonists never reach the 
denouements we thought 

were coming. 

No, sometimes they never do. 
Maybe our lives are like imper- 
fect novels—novels that would 
get very mixed reviews. 

You've written notably about 


“women’s fiction” and how it 
remains marginalized compared 
with “male” novels. The Interestings 
seems to have broken through 

that barrier. Is it getting better? 

It remains an issue that needs 
attention, and it’s a head- 
scratcher because women buy 
fiction, women read fiction, and 
women write fiction, but on the 
daily level of who’s in the impor- 
tant publications, it’s much 
more male. For me, I just have 
to write the book I want to write 
and not think, “Will women like 
it? Will men?” —STEPHAN LEE 
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THE YEAR’S 
BEST TELL-ALLS 


BREAKOUT 


Rainbow 
Rowell 


ELEANOR & PARK 
AND FANGIRL 


You had two very different novels come out this year: 
Eleanor & Park, a quirky teen romance, and Fangirl, a 
coming-of-age tale set in the fan-fiction world. Were 
you surprised by the success of both? 

Yes! They're totally different experiences, and | was really 
surprised when people embraced them both. 

Why were you surprised? 

Probably because authors are paranoid and insecure. 

You always think whatever you write next is going to kill 
you, But when someone says they love Fangirl and they're 
going to read Eleanor & Park, I'm curious to hear their 
reaction. If you come in through the happy door, are you 
bummed out? Or if you come in through the angsty door, 
are you craving more angst? 

Fangirl made us wonder whether you're into 

fan fiction. 

I've always been a very fannish person. When | was a kid 

| was obsessed with Star Wars, and | wrote stories where | 
was Princess Leia’s cousin. 

On a personal level, what has 2013 been like for you? 
It’s really profound to have people respond to Eleanor & Park 
and Fangirl, which were written in such a personal way. 
Sometimes you're compelled to tell a story, and to have 
people respond to those stories, to get them, to like them— 
there’s aname for that, right? When you send out a wave and 
it comes back twice as hard? | don’t know what that's called. 
But | feel bowled over. -BREIA BRISSEY 


ma 


MARK ALPE | 
and JOHN HELEMANN 


DOUBLE DOWN 
Mark Halperin & 
John Heilemann 


This blistering fly-on- 
the-wall account of the 
2012 presidential race 

is as compulsively 
readable as Game Change, 
the duo's book about 

the 2008 election. 


FROM SCRATCH 
Allen Salkin 

Salkin dishes up a 
delectable behind-the- 
scenes history of the Food 
Network that’s liberally 
seasoned with gossip about 
some of the cable channel's 
biggest stars, from Paula 
Deen to Emeril Lagasse. 


GOING CLEAR 
SCROLL AW 


ROWELL: AUGUSTEN BURROUGHS 


KING: MARC ANDREW DELEY/GETTY IMAGES 
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STEPHEN KING THE BEST BOOKS 


| READ THIS YEAR 


Okay, friends, you know the drill: For this list, | didn’t restrict myself to 

the best books published this year. Instead, | named the best books | read 
this year, which gives me a little more latitude than most year-end list- 
makers. As it happens, the majority of those below were published this year, 
and all are recent. The ones you haven't read already would make a great 


way to start 2014. 


10 The Good Nurse 

Charles Graeber 

You think Annie Wilkes was 
bad? Check out this chilling non- 
fiction account of Charlie Cullen, 
a friendly nurse who may have 
killed several hundred patients 


before he was caught. Now, 
there’s a real cockadoodie brat. 
9 The Shining Girls 

Lauren Beukes 

No, not the twins from the 
Kubrick movie, but the targets 


Illustration by PETER OUMANSKI 
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of a serial killer who finds a time 
portal in Chicago during the 
Depression and jackrabbits his 
way through recent American 
history, killing women and tak- 
ing trophies. Until, that is, he 
encounters a tuff girl who’s not 
so easy to do away with. It’s the 
black-hole version of The Time 
Traveler’s Wife. 

8 The Wicked Girls 

Alex Marwood 

Obviously, 2013 was the year of 
girls gone wild. Bel and Jade are 
the 11-year-old wicked girls, so 
dubbed by the British press when 


they’re convicted of murdering a 
4-year-old left in their care. Finally 
paroled, they’re told they must 
never see each other again. Years 
later, with new lives, they come 
together in a run-down seaside 
amusement park where a killer is 
running wild. The suspense keeps 
the pages flying, but what sets 
this one apart is the palpable 
sense of onrushing doom. 

7 The Casual Vacancy 

J.K. Rowling 

Not since Peyton Place has 
a writer so enthusiastically 
stripped the lace covers from 
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small-town life to show the 
maggots of greed, lust, snob- 
bery, and ambition squirming 
beneath—only Grace Metalious 
didn’t have Jo Rowling’s wicked 
sense of humor. The village of 
Pagford may be British, but 
the human foibles there are 
universal. Like the best social 
comedies, The Casual Vacancy 
features wit on top and outrage 
simmering below. 

6 City of Women 

David R. Gillham 

The city is Berlin, 1943, and the 
woman we care about is Sigrid, 
whose husband is fighting on the 
eastern front. Sigrid is seduced 
by two very different men (the 
sex in this book is hot-hot-hot), 
but the real seduction involves 
her reluctant participation in a 
scheme to ferry Jews to safety. 
You haven’t experienced such 
gray skies since season 1 of The 
Killing, but the feel is all Casa- 
blanca. I can’t wait for Gillham’s 
next novel—play it again, Sam. 
5 The Thousand Autumns 

of Jacob de Zoet 

David Mitchell 

In this historical novel, an unas- 
suming Dutch bookkeeper 
named Jacob de Zoet falls in 
love with a beautiful midwife in 
18th-century Japan. When Miss 
Aibagawa is spirited away to a 


Zz 
a 
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mountain monastery, Jacob finds 
the heroism in his soul. Here is a 
bygone secret world full of charm 
and horror. Mitchell is best 
known for Cloud Atlas, which 
was a literary stunt in this 
correspondent’s opinion. The 
Thousand Autumns is far better. 
4 The Goldfinch 

Donna Tartt 

Theo Decker’s mother is killed in 
a bombing that rocks the Metro- 
politan Museum of Art; Theo, 
unharmed, escapes with a valu- 
able painting called The Goldfinch. 
He carries this symbol of grief 
and loss from early adolescence 
into an adulthood fraught with 
danger and beset by addiction. 
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The long middle sequence, set in 
a housing development on the 
seedy, sand-blown outskirts of 
Las Vegas, is a standout. Tartt 
proves that the Dickensian 
novel—expansive and bursting 
with incident—is alive and well. 
3 Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies 
Hilary Mantel 

Together they form one long 
novel (with a third to follow) about 
the life of Thomas Cromwell, 
King Henry VIII’s political and 
financial adviser. Mantel takes a 
figure history has cast as a calcu- 
lating villain and throws a warm 
glow over his family, his motives, 
and his implacable resolve. The 
language is rich, and the scenes 
leading to Anne Boleyn’s execu- 
tion are unforgettable. 

2 The Interestings 

Meg Wolitzer 

A group of adolescents—little 
more than children, really— 
meet at a camp where kids 
explore their creativity. Ethan, 
Jules, Cathy, Goodman, Ash: All 
believe they are meant for great 
things. This assumption of huge 
talent where there may be little 
or none lies at the heart of 
Wolitzer’s novel, which sweeps 
across a span of decades. 
There’s sentiment here, full and 
wholehearted, but little senti- 
mentality. Like The Corrections, 
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The Interestings addresses one 
of fiction’s great themes: how 
we make peace with our own 
shortcomings and make the 
best of ordinary lives. 


ADAM 
| JOHNSON 


1 THE ORPHAN MASTER'S SON 

Adam Johnson 

In a stunning feat of imagination, Johnson puts us 
inside Jun Do (yep, John Doe), a North Korean 
orphan who stumbles from poverty to ajob as 
body double for a Hero of the Eternal Revolution. 
The closed world of North Korea revealed here— 
where businessmen are conscripted to work in 
the rice fields and the ruthless Kim Jong-il is still 
the Dear Leader—goes beyond anything Orwell 
ever imagined. The Orphan Master's Son veers 
from cold terror to surrealistic humor with ease, 
and succeeds as both a thriller and a social satire. 
Put it on your shelf next to Catch-22. 
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PATINA MILLER: 
BROADWAY'S 
GIRL ON A WIRE 


After stealing the show in Broadway's Sister Act in 2011, the talented Patina Miller 
won hearts (and a Tony) as the mischievous, mysterious Leading Player in the 
hit circus-inspired revival of Pippin. Jazz hands have never looked so glorious. 


BY MARC SNETIKER 


ATINA MILLER 
dangles from a 
trapeze almost 
20 feet above the 


of aninth-century Frankish prince 
in search of purpose. She is the 
fearless, flying, ferocious Leading 
Player, but she has a secret: “’ma 


stage, belting out 
the final notes of the opening song 
from the Tony-winning Broadway 
revival of Pippin. Over the next 
two-plus hours, Miller plays with 
pyrotechnics, levitates a king, 
performs soft-shoe, Hula-Hoops, 
and hypnotically leads a troupe of 
acting acrobats through the 
not-so-historically-accurate story 


little scared of heights.” 

“She never told me that!” says 
director Diane Paulus, whose 
first choice for the role was 
always the 29-year-old actress, a 
rising star since she played the 
Whoopi Goldberg role in Broad- 
way’s Sister Act in 2011. “But 
that’s just so typical of Patina. 
It’s her determination, her 


b * 
Patina Miller 
\ in Pippin 
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virtuosity. She is such a creature 
of the theater.” She needs all 


the skill she can muster to play 
Pippin’s cunning, charismatic 
narrator—a part originated in 
1972 by Ben Vereen. “It’s a very 
intense, physical role, but I feel 
very powerful,” says Miller. “Be- 
fore the curtain goes up, I have this 
big spotlight on me. I’m the first 
thing they see. It’s electrifying.” 
From the dazzling opening to 
the fiery finale, Miller has to act, 
sing, and shimmy through 
demanding Fosse-like choreo- 
graphy. Throw in acrobatics and 


magical illusions, and Miller is a 
quintuple threat. She’s earned 
impressive rewards for her 
Pippin star turn: In addition to 
winning a Tony, she was cast as 
Commander Paylor in the last 
two Hunger Games films. And 
her longtime boyfriend, venture 
capitalist David Mars, proposed 
on opening night. “He was sweat- 
ing the entire show,” says Miller, 
laughing. It wasn’t the usual 
popping-the-question jitters— 
he was more worried about her 
high-flying act. “He was like, 
‘Baby, do you have insurance?’” 


a 
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BEST OF STAGE 2013 


1 TWELFTHNIGHT BROADWAY 


TICKETS: TELECHARGE.COM 


Samuel 
Barnett 
and Mark 
Rylance 
in Twelfth 
Night 


BRIGITTE LACOMBE 
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2 The Glass Menagerie 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS./BROADWAY 
Tennessee Williams’ 1944 drama 
is called a memory play for a 
reason. Director John Tiffany’s 
exquisite revival, led by the 
sensational Cherry Jones and 
Zachary Quinto, captures the 
dual nature of memories. They 
can be abstract and fuzzy around 
the edges, like the show’s 
stylized movement and the 
understated set of the Wingfield 
family’s St. Louis apartment. 
But they also yield moments of 
hyperrealistic human drama 
that startle you awake with their 
power. TELECHARGE.COM 

3 Pippin 

CAMBRIDGE, MASS./BROADWAY 
Another import from Cam- 
bridge’s American Repertory 
Theater proves that a little 
21st-century razzle-dazzle (and 
Tony-winning turns by Patina 
Miller and Andrea Martin) can 
invigorate even a chestnut like 
the 1972 pop musical Pippin. 
Director Diane Paulus teams 
with Montreal’s 7 Fingers cir- 
cus troupe to pump up the 
simple story of a young prince 
who’s both medieval and 


me-generation in his quest for 
life’s meaning. The opening 
number, “Magic to Do,” is made 
literal—with onstage illusions 
and a chorus of backflipping, 
hand-walking acrobats. 
TELECHARGE.COM 

4 Here Lies Love 

OFF BROADWAY 

It sounds like a joke: a disco 
musical about the Philippines’ 
notorious former First Lady 
Imelda Marcos. But DJ Fatboy 
Slim and ex-Talking Head David 
Byrne have written a hook-heavy 
score you can dance to—in fact, 
theatergoers stay on their feet for 
the 90-minute show, shuffling 
around moving platforms and 
line-dancing with the youthful 
cast. (The nightclub staging is 
a bit of a gimmick—the show, 
with one of the year’s smartest, 
tightest plots, would still play 
if the audience were seated.) 
Incredibly, there’s not a single 
song about shoes. NOW CLOSED 

5 A Gentleman’s Guide to Love and 
Murder BROADWAY 

There are few kind hearts (or 
coronets) to be found in this 
deftly daffy musical about a 


JOAN MARCUS 


deadly-charming serial killer 
who dispatches members of 
his titled Edwardian family so he 
can inherit the estate himself. 
Hilariously, all eight of the ill- 
fated D’Ysquiths (sounds like 
“dies quick”) are played by the 
nimble, quick-changing Jefferson 
Mays. TELECHARGE.COM 


OFF BROADWAY 

As with many American families, 
when the four grown Apple 
siblings get together in upstate 
New York, the talk turns to 
politics. In four remarkable plays 
in four years, Richard Nelson has 
captured the spirit of our time 
while sketching a clan of literate, 
left-leaning adults in naturalistic 
detail. The 2010 and 2012 
plays were set (and opened) on 
election night; 2011’s, on the 


Matilda 


anniversary of 9/11; this year’s 
Regular Singing bowed 50 years 
after JFK’s assassination. But 
the real occasion for each play is 
the sharing of a meal with loved 
ones—even if they sometimes 
push one another’s buttons. 
In the end, Nelson suggests, all 
politics is local. NOW CLOSED 

7 BROADWAY 

Roald Dahl’s arch story about a 
telekinetic bookworm springs to 
joyous life in an ingeniously 
staged musical led by gifted child 
actors who thankfully never play 
“adorable.” Instead, they put 
on brave faces to deal with the 
injustices of cruel, unfeeling 
adults like TV-obsessed parents 
and a dictatorial school principal, 
Miss Trunchbull (a role new- 
comer Bertie Carvel played with 
villainous glee). TELECHARGE.COM 


WAITING FOR GODOT: JOAN MARCUS; AFTER MIDNIGHT: MATTHEW MURPHY 


Patrick Stewart 
and lan McKellen in 
Waiting for Godot 


8 BROADWAY 
“What do we do now, now that 
we’re happy?” Ian McKellen’s 
tramp Estragon asks at one point 
during Samuel Beckett’s classic 
allegory. Patrick Stewart’s Vladi- 
mir opts to resume his vigil for 
that perpetual no-show of a sav- 
ior, Godot. But his manner betrays 
another response, not unlike our 
own: that the contentment we 
have been seeking is already at 
hand, standing right in front of 
us. In a superlative revival (played 
in repertory with a fine version of 
Harold Pinter’s No Man’s Land), 
there’s an almost kinetic camara- 
derie between the seventysome- 
thing stars. TELECHARGE.COM 

9 BROADWAY 

This bouncy revue of Duke 
Ellington-era hits has an unlikely 
star: Wynton Marsalis’ Jazz at Lin- 
coln Center All-Stars orchestra. 
But the rest of the talented cast of 
singers (including Fantasia 


Barrino, through Feb. 9) and 
dancers aren’t exactly slouches. 
In fact, Warren Carlyle has pro- 
duced the year’s most buoyant 
choreography, in styles ranging 
from tap to soft-shoe to modern 
ballet. TICKETMASTER.COM 

10 r BROOKLYN 

In director Phyllida Lloyd’s 
London-birthed revival, orange 
is the new Bard. The setting is a 
women’s prison, where inmates 
act out the bloody tragedy and 
give an ironic charge to the 
conspirators’ calls for “Liberty! 
Freedom!” The all-female cast, 
led by Harriet Walter as a butch, 
splifflighting Brutus, proves that 
women can be every bit as 
strong—and deadly—in letting 
slip the dogs of war. NOW CLOSED 
—THOM GEIER 
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Midnight 
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MICHAEL URIE 


ALEX MORE, ETC. / BUYER & CELLAR 


For his remarkable year in Off 
Broadway's Buyer & Cellar, Michael 
Urie should raise a glass—maybe the 
one in his dressing room featuring a 
certain diva’s face. First, to Jesse 
Tyler Ferguson, who turned down the 
one-man show about a struggling 
actor working at the famed under- 
ground mall at Barbra Streisand’s 
Malibu estate. Also, to writer Jonathan 
Tolins, who penned the hilarious 
story about love, loss, and what Barbra 
wore. But mostly Urie should toast 


himself for his award-winning perfor- 
mance playing seven characters, 
including a tour de force Babs. “| 
didn’t want to do a drag version of 
Barbra,” says Urie, 33. “| wanted the 
funny to come out of the situation 
rather than her being cross-eyed.” 
Does he think La Streisand should 
see it? “It wouldn't be fair for her to 
sit with an audience,” says Urie. A 
command performance? “That would 
be better, but I’d s--- in my pants.” 
—JESSICA SHAW 


THE GLASS MENAGERIE: MICHAEL J. LUTCH; LABEOUF: DOMINIK BIND/GETTY IMAGES 


—_———Cherry-Jones 

1 and Zachary 
Quinto in The 
~—Glass Menagerie 


ZACHARY QUINTO 


TOM WINGFIELD / THE GLASS MENAGERIE 


Since his second voyage on the 
starship Enterprise in Star Trek 
Into Darkness, Zachary Quinto has 
spent his fall dazzling audiences 
on Broadway as Tom Wingfield in 
The Glass Menagerie—a character 
whom Spock would no doubt 

find “highly illogical.” A brooding, 
depressed dreamer, Tom has given 
Quinto a chance to show off his 
emotional agility on stage. More 


important for the 36-year-old star 
is the opportunity to bond with the 
play’s late author, one of Quinto’s 
favorites. “Tennessee Williams 
appears in every single character 
he’s written, but never so much as 
in Tom. And that’s the biggest gift 
that | feel playing the role,” Quinto 
says. “I feel such a sense of 
connection to him as a person.” 
—ADAM MARKOVITZ 
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HAMMERSTEIN BALLROOM, NYC 


It's the most epic red carpet event of the year, celebrating the man that 
changed media forever. Jimmy Kimmel will be hosting, some of the 
biggest names in entertainment will be performing, and the 
brightest stars will be there to help make this one mind-blowing night. 


Subscribers can tune in to the Howard 100 channel, 
6:00 pm ET, to hear every juicy detail, LIVE. Only on SiriusXM. 


((SiriusXiM)) 


sirlusxm.com/howard100 © 2013 Sirius XM Radio inc. Sirius, XM and all related marks and logos are trademarks of Sirius XM Radio Inc. All rights reserved. 


BREAKOUT 


TROY BAKER: 
VIDEOGAMES 
MATE ROLE PLAYER 


Most actors would count themselves lucky to land one blockbuster a year. 
Troy Baker nabbed three, starring in a trio of 2013's biggest titles and breathing life 
into some of the year’s most indelible—and devilish—characters. 


ULI 


BY KEITH STASKIEWICZ 


HERE'S LITTEE 
precedent for the 
T notion of a “video- 
game star.” Gam- 
ing’s earliest and 
most enduring characters are 
typically a laconic bunch; you 
never saw Pac-Man deliver a 
blistering soliloquy. Enter Troy 
Baker, whose work in three 
of this year’s hottest triple-A 
releases (as private investigator 
Booker DeWitt in BioShock 


y..GAMES ~ 


Infinite, hardened survivor Joel 
in The Last of Us, and a cackling 
Joker in Batman: Arkham 
Origins) has made him one of the 
biggest names in a relatively 
small but rapidly growing pro- 
fession. “At this point we pretty 
much all know each other,” says 
the 37-year-old actor. “But each 
day we’re seeing more and more 
fish in this pond.” 

The gig they’re signing up for 
is not an easy one. To create Joel, 
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one of two primary characters 
in The Last of Us who traverse 
the ruins ofa zombie apocalypse, 
Baker spent nearly 80 days— 
comparable to most Hollywood 
productions—on a motion- 
capture stage, acting out the 
numerous scenes that make up 
the title’s 15-plus hours of game- 
play. “Troy’s performances are 
so different from each other,” 
says Ken Levine, BioShock 
Infinite’s creative director. “He’s 
not about creating a persona of 
‘Troy Baker, but creating 
characters players can dis- 
appear into.” 


An avid gamer himself, Baker 
confesses to having little interest 
in acting outside the medium. “I 
know I can do TV and film,” he 
says. “I know that I can go ona 
set in front of four or five cameras 
with the hair and makeup and 
props and deliver a performance 
there. My challenge to someone 
who has only done that is: Can 
you set foot on my stage? Here is 
your wardrobe: a spandex suit 
with [motion-capture] disco 
balls all over it. You have a 
camera six inches from your 
face, and you’re pantomiming 
everything. Go!” 


BioShock 
Infinite 


BEST OF GAMES 2013 


BIOSHOCK INFINITE 


The best game of 2013 is a reckless action fantasy about a 
damaged hero trying to protect a girl in trouble, and it’s so 
ludicrously ambitious that the word infinite is right there in the 
title. Creative director Ken Levine adopted the structure of the first 
BioShock, but while the original was a bleakly cerebral undersea 
tour, Infinite is a color-blasted trip through a vanilla-sky metropolis. 
The story line refracts American history through several space-time 
continua, but the moment-to-moment experience is pleasantly 
straightforward: Here's a game about building the perfect world, 
and then burning that world to the ground. 


SUPER MARIO 3D WORLD: NINTENDO; THE LAST OF US: COURTESY OF SONY 


A 


2 PS3; RATED M 
Joel, a ruthless smuggler, is 
tasked with guiding teenage Ellie 
across post-epidemic America, 
battling zombie-like infected 
and, worse, other humans. It’s 
one of the most emotionally 
affecting, unflinchingly brutal 
stories in gaming, with a morally 
ambiguous ending that suits its 
tarnished antihero. 

3 PS3, XBOX 
360; RATED M Rockstar’s latest 
conjures up the blissed-out 
wonder you only get from a fully 
imagined alterna-universe. You 
play so you can explore every 
micro-detailed street corner. 


Ideally while driving a cool car. 
Or piloting a jet. 

4 WII U; 
RATED E Mario is rivaled only by 
fellow ’80s icon Madonna for 
his ability to reinvent himself. 
The best Wii U game to date, 
8D World offers more variety, 
secrets, and sheer joy in one 
level than most games manage 
in their entirety. 

5 MULTIPLAT- 
FORM; RATED E10+ Vibrant, 
gorgeously rendered, and fea- 
turing brilliant level design, 
Legends is easily the best 
2-D platformer of the year. It 


The Last 
of Us 


consistently rewards you with 
unlockables, making the already 
addictive game almost end- 
lessly replayable. 

6 MULTIPLATFORM; 
RATED M Lara Croft’s lost luster 
was restored with this bold 
reboot, which saw a young 
Lara shipwrecked on a danger- 
ous island and forced to 
transform into the badass we 
know and love. 

7 PC, MAC; NOT RATED 
On a stormy night in 1995, 
Kaitlin Greenbriar returns to an 
empty house, and you guide her 
on a search for her family. To 
say more would spoil this 
uniquely precise terror-of- 
suburbia drama. 


3DS; RATED E 
Nintendo dared to make a direct 
sequel to 1992’s A Link to the 


Past—and the gamble paid off. 
This Zelda opens up the series’ 
rigid structure, a thrilling move 
that portends even greater 
things to come in Link’s future. 


MULTI- 
PLATFORM; RATED M The Ubisoft 
titles are variations on solid 
gameplay formats, but what 
variations! Black Flag lets you 
play pirate. Blood Dragon is 
an ’80s wonderland of cyborgs 
and neon. They’re colorful, 
inventive, and as close to new 
as sequels can be. 
10 PC, MAC; NOT 
RATED In a fictional communist 
country, you play an immigration 
officer deluged with paperwork. 
This “dystopian document 
thriller” is a throwback puzzler 
with big ideas about humanity 
and the information age. 
—DARREN FRANICH AND AARON MORALES 
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THE YEAR IN COVERS 2013 


The guys of Breaking Bad got bloody (and so did Dexter); the cast of How I Met 
Your Mother had one crazy party; and American Horror Story: Coven’s Kathy Bates 
lost her head—see all 44 EnreRTAINMENT WEEKLY covers from the past year 
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